
Caterpillar Edwards Demonstration Grounds Tour  

including hands-on equipment operation 

Top left to lower right: Entrance sign to CAT demo 

grounds, dozer operating at demo site; CAT corporate 

headquarters building; overview of demonstration 

grounds 



University of Illinois - Champaign/Urbana 

ILICA Partnered Projects & More 

Top left to lower right: Arboretum Ponds constructed in 1997 

with the help of ILICA; a series of cherry trees planted along the 

walkway to Japan House; Japan House seen from across the 

ponds. 

Left to lower right: McFarland Memorial 

Bell Tower during site construction; ILICA 

volunteers moving dirt; finished sidewalk 

and patio at the base of the Bell Tower. 

Below, left to right: Seeded berm for erosion 

control testing facility; sediment monitoring 

ditches; detention pond to used for a water 

source to feed rain simulators which will be 

installed over the berm.  



University of Illinois - Champaign/Urbana 

ILICA Partnered Projects & More 

Top left to lower right: Welcome Garden at the University of Illinois Arboretum; Idea Garden, also found at the Arboretum. 

Japan House, adjacent to the Arboretum Ponds, built in 1997 with the help of ILICA.  A traditional Japanese Tea Ceremony 

and some of the items required shown to the far right.  This traditional ceremony is taught at the site and the University is 

willing to provide a live demonstration, if an interest is indicated. 

(below, left to right)  University of Illinois Memorial Stadium, currently being renovated, should be much farther along by 

July and ready for a special LICA tour.  



Village of Manito  

 

(left to right): Downtown Manito; Manitoôs 

welcome sign featuring the many specialty crops 

grown in the area; Liz Marieôs restaurant. 

(left): Corrôs Custom Cakes and several of 

the delightful treats Corrôs offers. 

(below)  Lost Creek Pottery (demonstration 

scheduled) 

(Above, left to right): Willettôs Winery building, some of 

their bottled produce, the vineyard and a summer festival 

at the winery.    

Adjacent to  Willettôs is the Signature Wood custom fur-

niture & cabinetry shop where owner, Bob Sondag will 

provide LICA guests with a special presentation of his 

industry and work.  

Signature Wood 



Village of Manito 

 

Above, left to right: The sandy soil and large aquifer around Manito make it a natural place for specialty crops like wa-

termelon, pumpkins, tomatoes and more.  Irrigation makes for very predictable yields. 

Below, left to right: Field of tomatoes, corn used for food products and pumpkin fields are just some of the specialty 

crops grown in the Manito area; TN & W Irrigation supports a large customer base in and around Manito and scenes 

like the two bottom pictures are a common sight in the area. 



Welcome to the Village of Manito, Illinois  

 The Village of Manito was surveyed and platted in 1858.  It consisted of 110 acres. From its incep-

tion, the railroad played an important part in the growth of Manito. A depot, post office, and other private 

enterprises soon formed a "Main Street" in town that over the years was the commercial center of Manito. 

 Manito is now a progressive community with a population of 1,733. The original "main Street" still 

exists and houses many new and progressive businesses. Also, a new "Commercial Marketing" area has 

grown up along Adams Street or the Manito Blacktop that includes a bank, savings and loan, grocery, general 

stores, churches, service stations and more. 

 Manito is primarily an agricultural community. Most of the business in the Village is in some way 

related to agriculture. The diverse soil in the area leads to a broad range of crops 

and farming methods. To the North and East of Manito are several thousand acres 

of peat that is so rich that at one time in the Village's history it was dried, processed 

and bagged. The Dirt Factory can still be seen off in the distance. (see photoôs be-

low) To the North, West and South of Manito lies sand. Sand is ideal for the grow-

ing of melons and Christmas trees which, over the years, have brought some notori-

ety to the area. Irrigation has been available in the area since the 1950's with center 

pivots starting in the early 60's with 110 ft. deep wells pumping 1000 gallons of wa-

ter per minute.  Irrigation has enhanced agriculture in the area by tapping into the 

aquifer which flows beneath the area. Today, because of modern farming tech-

niques, scientific fertilization and irrigation, some marginal land has been brought 

into full production. 

Manito Investment Company / West Side Sand  

 

West Side Sand factory produces several types of sand, all of which is used by Caterpillar in the molding of 

their 3500 and 3600 series motors in the Peoria area.  It sits on 600 acres. Prior to the latest slowdown in 

Catôs production, Manito Investment Company / West Side Sand trucked sand everyday, 7 days a week to 

Caterpillar .  Currently they haul 5 days per week but hope Catôs production increases to itôs previous level. 

At the plant they process lake sand, 9L, which is harvested from fields around Mason City and trucked into 

Manito West Side Sand for processing.  These 2 sands are mixed together to create a 4 screen sand, which is 

what Caterpillar requires for their molding. 



Washington Square 

Above, left to right: Denhart Baking Co (lunch location) and the adjacent 

shops of downtown Washington Square, looking back toward Denhartôs.  

(Below, left to right)  Homespun, 

Holland Mercantile; Merle Norman 

and That Perfect Look 

(right)  A Step Back In 

Time and adjacent store 

fronts  

 

(below)  Loriôs Kitchen 

Store and the Peddlers 

Way Quilt Company 

 


