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ATTENTION ALL ILICA MEMBERS!  
PROPOSED BY-LAWS CHANGE  
VOTE -  JUNE 27,  2009 -  10 AM  

     This is official notification of a 

proposed by-laws change. Following a 

joint meeting of the by-laws, member-

ship and executive committees at the 

March board meeting, it has been rec-

ommended by the by-laws committee chair that the by-laws 

be changed as detailed in this article. It was further stated as 

a motion and seconded,  requiring that the motion be voted 

on by the general membership at the annual summer mem-

ber meeting set for 10 am, June 27, 2009 at the Rend Lake 

Resort in Whittington Illinois.  

Current by-laws read: 

Section 4. Membership Dues. The annual dues of members 
shall be established from time to time by the members of 
the ILICA at an annual or special meeting. Annual member-
ship dues shall be payable before or during the first month 
of the fiscal year. One dollar ($1.00) of said dues shall be for 
subscription to the ILICA Newsletter or its successor publi-
cation. Until changed by the membership, the annual dues 

for each class of members shall be as follows:  

(a) The first two (2) years dues for new members shall 
be One hundred sixty dollars and existing Active 
members dues shall be Two Hundred seventy-five 
dollars per year effective November 2004. (Plus the 
National membership dues).  

(b) Affiliate members-Eighty Five dollars ($85.00)  

(c) Associate members-Two Hundred dollars ($200.00) 
 

Proposed changes would read: 

(a) Active member dues shall be One hundred seventy 
dollars ($170) per year, effective November 2009. 
(Plus the National membership dues).  

(b) Affiliate members-Eighty Five dollars ($85.00)  

(c) Associate members - Two Hundred Ninety -Five 
dollars ($295.00) per year, effective November 2009. 

 

Please attend the member meeting at Rend Lake and 
make your voice count on this by-laws change.  

8ò & 10ò riser with patented 8ò & 10ò combination Tees, Also 6ò square & round risers 

with patented reducing Tee. 

Constructed of heavy-weight, high-density polyethylene. 

Parts highly adjustable & interchangeable with others on the market. 

Orifice place placed at tee level or at ground level. 

Exclusive locking device on each part. 

User FriendlyðPriced effectively. 

Adaptor available to repair oil metal or broken intakes. 
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The LICA Creed 
 

Land, the foundation of the Nation 

The basis of all wealth 

The heritage of the wise 

The thrifty and prudent 

The poor manõs joy and comfort 

The producer of food, fiber and fuel 

The basis of factories 

The foundation of banks 
 

All that man builds is from the land. We often take it for 
granted or even abuse it; And yet many, unthinkingly and  

unknowingly pass the land by. What man does with the  

land will be the deciding factor of his survival. 



 

 

    It is nice once again to feel like doing 

something after recovery from a March 

tonsillectomy. If you are looking for 

something fun to do, I highly DON'T 

recommend the procedure. It really 

does put you out of commission for a 

couple weeks and the couple following aren't exactly great. 

However, everything went fine and when the throat finally 

settles down, I think I will be able to say it was worth it. 

    The process did cause me to miss the great membership 

meetings that we had in March at Altorfers and Erb's in the 

more southern part of the state. Those went well and several 

new members have been added to bring new vitality and 

knowledge to the organization. Be sure to comment to the 

members of the membership committee on the wonderful 

job they have been doing.  And of equal or even greater im-

portance be sure to take the time and send a greeting to those 

new members so that they will feel more comfortable getting 

involved in this organization, where all of us more tenured 

members know that is where the fun is, from committee 

work to field projects to board meetings to conventions. 

From personal experience, I know it has made me better at 

what I do. 

    Looking forward to the summer, if it ever comes as I sit 

here writing this on April 21 under the threat of snow show-
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ers, there are many great activities coming up. There will be a 

couple of projects ILICA will be doing for the University of 

Illinois. One is the postponed Bell Tower landscaping that 

was going to be done in March but due to changes in design 

was pushed back and the other is work on construction of a 

sediment runoff test facility on a portion of the University 

farm where they will present classes on sediment runoff con-

trol. They have offered to give to us this class once a year 

free of charge to members, an excellent opportunity to en-

hance your knowledge in what may become a mandated field 

of work. Thanks to Jon and Neal, show committee chairs for 

their work in getting all this moving along. And then there is 

the summer picnic and general membership meeting to be 

held in the Rend Lake area in June. Details are in the newslet-

ter here so make your plans to attend. Should be a great time 

in a very pretty area with a lot of activities for everyone. Bar-

ring another tonsillectomy, I will be there, why not you? 

     Now that April 15 has come and our money left over has 

gone, time to get to work.  Though the weather here hasn't 

been cooperating much except in providing more work from 

a couple nasty rains on half frozen ground, we are starting to 

get a shine on some of the machines.  Hopefully you are get-

ting going again too.  Be careful, work smart and keep up 

your support of the organization.  

Steve Anderson, President 

IL ICA M EM B E R S H I P  CO M M I TTE E  I S TH E  BEST! 
 As reported in past issues of the ILICA News, our 

membership committee has been diligently pursuing new 

members all winter.  Actually, beginning last summer at our 

picnic in Area 7, our membership co-chairs, several commit-

tee members and Jerry Biuso started out around the state, 

setting up Area member meetings, field visits, breakfast and 

lunch meetings, and every other imaginable venue, informing 

contractors about the benefits of membership with ILICA.   

 Although they have no intention of stopping now 

that the weather is good and everyone is trying to get back to 

work, the directory is finished and itõs a good time to report 

on the fruits of their labor. 

 It was reported at the state convention in Spring-

field, that 26 new members had been signed up during 2008.  

Since then, an additional 20 members have joined in time to 

make the 2009 Directory.  This brings the total number of 

contractors to 121, surpassing the challenge set by National 

LICA President Bruce Barnhart at the 2008 ILICA conven-

tion in Moline and qualifying Illinois for the LICA dues in-

centive program for the first time. (it may require Bruce to make 

some serious purchases at next yearõs auction as well.)   

 The dedication of the membership committee and 

co-chairs, the support of attending ILICA contractors and 

associate members who provided meals or meeting space 

have made this success possible.  If 

you have a chance, why not take time 

to thank these folks for the time 

theyõve spent building ILICA for the 

benefit of all of us.   

Membership Co-Chairs In Action: (l) Jerry 
Biuso, member Randy Steber and Norm 
Kocher during November membership 
drive.  (r) Wayne with new member Todd 
Staley at Altorfer meeting this March. 
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Associate Members 
 

Henderson-Weir Agency, Inc. -  Mackinaw 

Bill Embry 
 

Homeaway Homes - Goodfield 

Ted Schieler 

Active Contractors (cont.) 
 

Dennis Mulvaney 

DLM Trucking, Inc. - Metamora 
 

Kenneth Pleines 

Ken Pleines Excavating, Inc. - Minier 
 

Robert E. Pleines 

Ken Pleines Excavating, Inc. - Minier 
 

Stephen Sanders 

Tri-S Excavating, LLC - Odin 
 

Allen Schrock  

Schrock & Sons Crane Service, Inc. - Congerville 
 

Todd Staley 

Staley Lawn Care & Landscaping - Morton 
 

T. J. Timmerman 

Quad Cities Directional Boring, Inc. - Colona 

O U R  N E W E S T M E M B E RS   

Active Contractors 
 

Thomas Beyers - Odin 
 

Edwin Gajewski 

Edwin Gajewski Bulldozing. - Scheller 
 

Mike Gaskins 

MTG Excavating - Chillicothe 
 

Dustin Gray 

Ultimate Edge Landscaping. - Findley 
 

David Hauger 

Lowell Farm Drainage & Excavating, Inc. - Standard 
(formerly Mick Lock òMole Incó)  
 

Eric J. Herron 

E. J. Herron Excavating Co., Inc. - Chillicothe 
 

Rod Hinmon 

MGC Home & Garden Services - Monticello 
 

Josh Keith 

Prairieland Farm Drainage - Catlin 
 

Jerry Kimble 

Kimble Excavating, Inc. - Sparland 
 

Rick LaFollette 

LaFollette Earthmoving - Williamsfield 
 

Wes Litwiller 

Litwiller Excavating - Armington 
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M A RC H  ARE A  3  & AR EA  8  ME M B E R  
M E E T I N G S  AN OTH E R  B I G  H I T  
 After a very busy winter, spring continues to delay its 

arrival with cool, rainy days.  Everyone is trying to work between 

raindrops but more than ready to feel the sun on their face and 

dirt turning beneath a machine on a daily basis.  But, what a way 

to end the winter with a very successful March Area member 

meeting series! 

 During the initial state-wide sweep last November, we 

promised to return to Areas 3 and 8 in March and discovered 

that contractors in those areas were glad we did.  Altorfer and 

Caterpillar hosted the Area 3 meeting at Altorferõs East Peoria 

facility with Troy Carroll, Peoria CAT Heavy Equipment rep,  

acting as our grill chef.  Total attendance exceeded 93, most of 

which were area contractors, and everyone involved was thrilled 

with the turnout.  The Illinois Soybean Association subsidized 

another Bio-diesel program by Hoon Ge for both area meetings, 

which was also well received.  Altorferõs and CAT were out-

standing hosts, the food was absolutely delicious and although 

we only had three signed applications at the end of the evening, 

several more were received from contractors who attended that 

nightõs program.  

 With no time to waste, it was off to Southern Illinois 

and the second Area 8 member meeting hosted by Erb Equip-

ment Company, who provided a fabulous catered BBQ dinner at 

their  Mt. Vernon facility.  Greg Erb joined us for the evening 

and a brand new Stihl string trimmer was raffled off, going to 

Jerry Jones, shown to the right.  Over 30 area contractors, sev-

eral that had joined ILICA during our November visits, attended 

and  enjoyed Hoonõs Bio-diesel presentation, great company and 

a delicious meal.  Several ILICA directors also attended, bringing 

contractors from their neighborhoods and taking time to talk to 

our guests about their own reasons for supporting ILICA.   

         Not to let an opportunity get away from our tenacious 

membership co-chair, Norm Kocher, ILICA was also on 

the agenda at the Jefferson County NRCS/SWCD meeting 

scheduled the following morning in Mt. Vernon.  This 

meeting was another chance to meet new contractors and 

explain ILICA to people in other counties who are involved 

in various aspects of the land improvement industry. 

 And although it may not have appeared, as the 

weary membership travelers headed back toward central 

Illinois, that their efforts were quite as fruitful as their first 

series last November, it just goes to show that òit ainõt over 

till itõs over.ó  As published on page 4 of this newsletter, 

new contractor members matched the number signed up 

between November and the ILICA convention, bringing 

membership to a level Illinois hasnõt seen in years.  

 Area 3 and 8 member meetings will resume this 

November and additional areas are being considered as well, 

but it is apparent that Illinois contractors welcome educa-

tion, fellowship and a good hot meal; And with the help of 

our associates, ILICA plans to continue providing just that.  

(below) Guests at Erb Equipment Co. following the delicious BBQ dinner. 

(right top to bottom) Hoon Ge, MEG Corp, answers contractorsõ questions fol-
lowing one of his presentations. Jerry Jones with the Stihl string trimmer he 
won at Erbs.  Registration line at Altorferõs in East Peoria and the contractors 
at Altorfers with a new CAT D7E dozer.  
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ILICAõS 1ST AN N UA L  AR E A  3  GO LF  O U TI N G  
 SE P TE M B E R  10,  2009 

 Or, for our associates; would you rather spend a week 

under a circus tent watching the rain, after hauling thousands of 

dollars of equipment or material to be donated for the benefit of 

ILICA (which we really appreciate...we canõt even tell you how 

much) or é spend $150 on sponsoring a tee or green and take a 

Thursday afternoon off to spend with your customers on a 

beautiful, green field in central Illinois followed by a buffet din-

ner and perhaps a beer?  It seems like it should be a pretty easy 

decision for any kind of member. 

 Several committeeõs have a stake in this event;  The 

show committee has been assigned the duty of coming up with 

creative income-generating projects during their first slow year in 

some time; the membership committee plans to encourage our 

many Area 3 members to bring prospective members in their 

foursomes; and business and industrial relations are working 

with our equipment associates on securing a small machine as a 

òHole-In-Oneó prize.    

 Since this is an Area event, the ILICA 

office will be contacting most of our associates 

in the Area for tee, green and meal sponsorship 

as well as to sign up foursomes to enjoy this 

relaxing afternoon.  However, anyone who wants to support 

ILICA can sponsor a tee or green and take part in this fun event.  

Jerry Biuso, Norm Kocher, Wayne Litwiller and Forrest Davis 

have signed up as the first foursome and promise an interesting 

if not skillful 18 holes of ... something. 

 Look for the registration form in the next ILICA News 

or check our website now for all the latest information and join 

us for a great day in central Illinois! 

 As most members know, it was decided that ILICA 

would skip a year or two before holding another full-blown 

conservation expo, after coordinating one the past 5 years in a 

row.  However, the number and variety of projects already 

scheduled or being considered will require the resources of the 

organization, so other sources of income have been discussed.   

 Some of the construction projects planned for this 

summer will generate income for ILICA as well as provide the 

opportunity for hands-on education. And although the financial 

status of the organization is solid, it has been decided that a 

òFUN DAYó fund-raiser might be just the thing for an òoff 

expo yearó event.  Since area 3 continues to be the area of 

strongest ILICA membership, weõre starting in the heart of 

Illinois at Bartonvilleõs Coyote Creek Golf Club with our first 

Area 3 Golf Outing.   

 Consider this; what sounds like more fun...spending a 

week in the rain and mud, fighting weather and fatigue, while 

neglecting your own business and spending hundreds of dollars 

on a hotel room you barely see or ... taking a Thursday after-

noon off to join your friends for a quick lunch, an informal golf 

cart ride around a beautiful, green field in central Illinois fol-

lowed by a buffet dinner and perhaps a beer? 

é OR 

 

é OR 

Golfer: "This is the worst golf 
course I've ever played on!" 

Caddy: "This isn't the golf course, 
sir! We left that a half hour ago!"  

Golfer: "Well, Caddy, How do you like my game?" 

Caddy: "Very good, Sir! But personally I prefer Golf."  

Golfer: "I've played so poorly all day; I think 
I'm going to go drown myself in that lake." 

Caddy: "I doubt that. I don't think you could 
keep your head down that long."  

G R E A T  G O L F  C O M E B A C K S  
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 Wonder how many of you get too 

much mail?  My mail slot overflows most of 

the time and it is getting to be a nuisance.  

The next time I find a phone number or an 

address to invite all those who send to me to cease and desist.  

With politicians worrying if they will be elected, they are calling 

on us peons to help them so one gets mail from different com-

mittees and one doesn't know if they have the same list, so it 

doubles up and I for one, am not happy about it. Then they 

hire someone to call you on the telephone - well, its enough to 

break a blood vessel!  By the way, my son Dan put a mail slot 

for the mailman to use and it is really handy, because now I 

donõt have to go outside to get the mail and can thumb my 

nose at the weatherman...so there! 

 It is gratifying to see there apparently was no problem 

electing new officers for our organization.  When  members 

take their membership seriously and accept these jobs, it 

strengthens the organization and gives a good impression to 

new members.  Congratulations to all the new officers and best 

wishes for a banner  year!  Having a reliable secretary adds 

much to keep everything running smoothly - thanks Janet! 

 Did you hear about the woman who went to a self-

help group for compulsive talkers - it is called On & On Anon.  

So you canõt speak Italian?  Tri Veni - Vidi - Velcro...which 

means I came, I saw, I stuck around.  Some help, no?  Every-

one has a photographic memory - some people are just out of 

film.  My pig learned karate - now heõs doing pork chops!  

Some days we are the dog, some days the hydrant.  If you are 

going to try cross country skiing, we suggest you start with a 

small country.   

 How about these - Lawyers get disbarred, Clergymen 

defrocked, ball players - debased, politicians - de-voted, cow-

boys - de-ranged, models - de-posed, Calvin Klein models - de-

briefed, organ donors - de-livered, dry cleaners - de-pressed, de-

creased or de-pleated.  Do you hear about the home brewer 

who entered his first brewing contest and the report he got 

back said, òDear Sir, Your horse has diabetes. (Amen.) 

 The word for this issue is òThankful.ó  No matter 

what state of life we are in, thank the good Lord we are at least 

in it even if it isnõt the best time of our life.  My side of the fam-

ily is planning a reunion which  means we will see relatives that 

have been out of touch for some time.  Since our families have 

dwindled, which is normal, we will be thankful for those who 

are still around and can attend!  The happiest people donõt nec-

essarily have the best of everything - they just make the most of 

everything that comes their way. 

 The best of summer to all and please 

pray for our country!!  

 éééé.Rambling Rose 

 Finally we are on the brink of 

Spring! For our contractors, it means 

(hopefully) Work - Work - Work!  My 

husband really appreciated warm 

weather and always sat outside to read 

the newspaper each evening on the 

east side of our home where there was almost always a nice 

breeze.  And I believe you would agree, there is nothing more 

refreshing than a cool breeze on a warm day - one of the many 

small things we should thank our Creator for. 

 Folks, we need to  pay attention to the daily news 

through television and newspapers - some things are changing - 

some not for the better.  When we learn that our president has 

fired two people who were working in private business, it gets 

scary!  Even if money was involved would it not have been 

more thoughtful to talk to the owner and ask that person to do 

the firing?  Personally, it would help to explain it to people 

where the law is that gives him that venue.  You realize the 

word òchangeó (which is what he based his campaign on) does 

not necessarily pertain to everything.  After watching some of 

the people who were appointed to an office, it would make 

sense to òchangeó the appointee to someone who has paid their 

tax.  Then again, maybe they were not to be found? Some peo-

ple are trying to change our country and my feeling is that the 

kind of changes they propose are not changes that are welcome 

or needed...Remember the old saying - if it ainõt broke, donõt fix 

it!  These reasons are why we need to absorb all the daily news 

we can so we know what is going on or we will lose what we 

inherited from our forefathers, which we should carry on. 

Whoops! I just turned over my soapbox! 

 As we age, many others are aging with us.  It is a jolt 

to acknowledge one day that we are all growing older every 24 

hours, and as long as we can have another birthday we should 

be thankful.  The best birthdays are those that havenõt arrived 

yet!  Will Rogers said òWe could certainly slow the aging proc-

ess if it had to work its way through Congress!ó  Groucho Marx 

said òI was married by a judge - I should have asked for a jury!ó  

Milton Berle said òAt my age, when  I order a 3-minute egg, 

they ask for the money up front.ó A  humorous old gent said 

he hoped to put all his aches in one casket - how about that? 

 You know you are growing older when you can throw 

away the items your children made in first grade.  This gal has 

some that will not be discarded in my lifetime.  Hereõs one  

many of you can appreciate, especially this gal - A young doctor 

completed examining an elderly man - òTell me, do you suffer 

from arthritis?  òOf  courseó the senior replied, òWhat else can 

I do about it?ó  Hereõs one to remember: òMy grandmother is 

90 and she is dating.  Heõs 90.  Itõs going great - they  never 

argue - they canõt  hear each other.ó 
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 Many of the practices that were installed during the 

2006 and 2008 ILICA Conservation Expoõs in will also be fea-

tured in the Conservation Tent.  No walking tours of the prac-

tices are planned, but since Professor McLaughlin serves free 

snow cones during the 3 day event, we ex-

pect some heavy traffic around the pervious 

roadway and rain garden areas.  The bio-

reactors, water control structures and re-

stored wetland will be part of ILICAõs table 

top display and trivia questions, but the real 

draw will be the òRiser Ring-Tossó game.  

Youõll just have to stop by and see how it turns out, since the 

ILICA office hasnõt figured out all the details yet. 

 As always, ILICA needs representatives at the booth 

to help with the many questions landowners and farm manag-

ers have during the 3 day show.  Contact Janet with your avail-

ability and remember, free admission is included.  Any day or 

half-day you have to help out would be greatly appreciated.   

I LL I N O I S  FA R M  PRO G RE S S SH OW  -  I L I C A  J O I N S  

PA R T N E R S  I N  CO N S E R VA T I O N  T E N T  -  SE P T E M B E R  1  -  3 ,  2 0 0 9 

 Once again, ILICA joins many 

of our partner agencies at the 2009 Farm 

Progress Show in Decatur Illinois. Al-

though the Farm Progress Show draws a 

big crowd, the conservation tent strug-

gles each year with creative new ways to 

draw those crowds into the world of 

conservation long enough to get our message heard.   

 Once inside, the Partners In Conservation tent will 

look more like a carnival midway with games of chance and 

skill combined with questions about soil 

erosion, water quality, habitat and our 

environment in general.  Taking our cue 

from the very successful Illinois EPA 

exhibit during the 2007 FPS, each agency 

and organization will have an activity, 

trivia like questions on the environment and prizes to entice 

our visitors into thinking just a bit.  

Riser Ring Toss  


