
Illinois LICA is returning to Decaturõs Progress City USA for 

Conservation Expo 2008, scheduled for August 19 - 21, 2008.  

We installed practices to improve water quality and reduce soil 

erosion on the site in 2006 and have some new techniques to 

showcase during this yearsõ expo.   

Most of ILICAõs conservation expoõs have centered around 

agricultural property and the improvements required to increase 

productivity while minimizing the potential ecological impact of 

that increased productivity.  However, as the land improvement 

industry becomes more involved in urban development and the 

water quality and erosion issues that surround it, ILICA is ready 

to respond to these changing times.  The property at Progress 

City USA  is unique in that it provides both agricultural and 

urban utilization, allowing ILICA the opportunity to expand on 

the traditional practices demonstrated at prior expos.   

As always, tours will be conducted to show the installed conser-
vation structures and practices which include Wetland Restora-
tion and Enhancement, Rock Chute Construction, Pervious 
Pavement Installation, Bio-Swale Construction, and Turf Rein-
forcement Matting Installation.  Additional sub-surface drain-
age will be installed on part of the ground used as parking area 
during the Illinois Farm Progress Show. Conservation profes-
sionals will be at each of the sites throughout the show to dis-
cuss installation techniques, cost of construction, and benefits 
to the property owner and the watershed. 

infiltrators into a sub-surface lateral which channels water to 

the existing pit bio-reactor installed during the 2006 expo.    

A pervious pavement access road is also planned near the Hor-

ticulture Building, leading visitors through the All America Se-

lection Gardens; one of only 5 in Illinois selected to grow and 

display both flower and vegetable varieties of the specialized 

cultivars.  Their annual plant sale and Field Day bring hundreds 

of people through the property each year and, during the Illi-

nois Farm Progress Show, the site is viewed by thousands.  The 

pervious pavement will provide additional drainage and filtering 

of surface water as it naturally gravitates to a waterway that also 

channels water to the existing pit bio-reactor.  These improve-

ments will continue to enhance the water quality of ground 

water feeding Lake Decatur, the areaõs drinking water source.  

One of the retention ponds built during the initial construction 

of Progress City has the appropriate soil content for a wetland, 

providing the opportunity for this yearsõ wetland enhancement 

practice.   This practices will not only beautify that area but also 

increase the filtering properties while maintaining the retention 

capacity it was designed for.  The second retention pond will 

have updates to the existing rock chute and the addition of a 

turf reinforcement chute to hold the soil in place where surface 

water enters the pond.  The block chute installed in 2006 con-

tinues to provided the needed erosion protection at the point 

where the areaõs main waterway enters the retention pond.  

Tiling of the area used for parking during the Illinois Farm Pro-

gress Show will continue at the north end of Progress City and 

will tie into the main that carries water through the control 

structures and ultimately into the bio-reactor,  filtering it before 

leaving the property for Lake Decatur.  

We encourage you to join us in August at this unique expo site 

and learn from the best in the business.  For more information, 

contact Janet at the ILICA office, (309) 446-3700. 

Although most of these practices are a normal part of ILICA 
Conservation Expoõs, the bioswale and pervious surface instal-
lations are new and exciting additions for our contractors to 
tackle.  The current plan, which is pending IEPA approval,  
includes a bioswale installation to filter parking lot runoff cre-
ated by the addition of the Agri-Business center and itõs parking 
area on the east end of the Richland Community College cam-
pus and the installation of a pervious pavement to help filter 
surface runoff near the Richland College Horticulture Building.  
The bioswale will filter pavement runoff through a series of  

   Soil Amending  

Along with native plantings, soils 
amended with compost and sand may 

be needed to facilitate infiltration. A 
rock trench can be installed down the 
center of the swale. Drain tiles are often 

installed along the edges of the swale. 

Native Landscaping  
Deep-rooted plants and grasses build 
soil structure & allow water to infiltrate 

into the ground more easily than non-
natives.  Natives are low maintenance, 

adapted to local climate and rainfall 

patterns & resist local pests & disease. 

Infiltration  

Infiltrated water from bioswales 
helps recharge groundwater, which 

supplies rivers and streams with a 
slow, purified seep rather than 
surges of polluted surface runoff. 

Strong Roots  

Native plants have a tremendous root architecture 
that builds soil quality and increases organic 

matter content. High organic matter content helps 
soil hold water like a sponge, making it available 

for nourishing plants. 

(above) Diagram of a bioswale in an urban setting 

AU G U S T 19 -  21,  2008 CO N S E RVA TI O N  E XP O  TO  
F E A TU R E  N E W  PR A C TIC E S 

(above)  Pervious concrete pathway; one of many pervious surface choices. 


