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Upcoming Events: 
 

ILICA Winter Convention 
Bloomington - Jan 12 - 14, 2012 

 
 

Business Mgmt Workshop 
Exact Location TBA 

February 14 - 15, 2012 
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CA S E T R I P LE  T H R E A T  BA C K H O E  RO D E O  
AT  B LO O M I N G TO N  FA C I L I TY  

 The ILICA membership committee partnered with 

Birkeyõs to host the lunch service at the August 13th backhoe 

rodeo at their Bloomington location. Janice Litwiller, Bev 

Dean, and Veronica Seevers volunteered to help caterers 

serve the 150 meals to Birkeyõs guests and staff while Wayne, 

Norm, Bill Doubet and Forrest talked to contractors in the 

crowd about ILICAõs benefits.    

 ILICA members Bill Dean and Jon Seevers com-

peted in this event but the winner of the trip to Las Vegas for 

2 was Tyce Mahannah of Decatur.  Operators who win rodeo 

events at Case dealerships across North America compete in 

a final event during the 2012 World of Concrete tradeshow to 

determine the champion.  The grand 

prize winner will receive a new Case 

compact track loader and a Ram truck! 

 And Birkeyõs generosity didnõt stop with them buying 

lunch for everyone that day; during the award presentation at 

the end of the event, they also awarded Habitat For Humanity 

with a $500 donation for their good work in the community as 

well as presenting the ILICA membership committee with a 

$500 donation to continue their hard work.  A great big 

òThank Youó goes out to Ron Birkey, Todd Bohlmann, Jeff 

Hedge and Don Spence for their partnership and outstanding 

support of ILICA! 

 

(Above) Tyce Mahannah, winner 
of Bloomingtonõs Triple Threat  
competition; 

(left to right) Todd Bohlmann 
presents Habitat for Humanity 
with a $500 donation; one of the 
competitions making up the 
event; Todd Bohlmann presents 
another $500 donation for 
ILICA membership committee 
to Bill Dean. 
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The LICA Creed 
 

Land, the foundation of the Nation 

The basis of all wealth 

The heritage of the wise 

The thrifty and prudent 

The poor manõs joy and comfort 

The producer of food, fiber and fuel 

The basis of factories 

The foundation of banks 
 

All that man builds is from the land. We often take it for 
granted or even abuse it; And yet many, unthinkingly and  

unknowingly pass the land by. What man does with the  

land will be the deciding factor of his survival. 



 

 

Greetings  from McLean County, 

       As I write this message, I wonder 

where the summer has gone. We were 

fortunate enough to have worked all 

through the summer months. 

 ILICA was well represented at Decatur in the Partners 

In Conservation tent during the Farm Progress Show.  Every-

one braved the heat to educate show visitors on what it is that 

members of ILICA can actually do to aid in the conservation 

efforts of landowners. 

 Another very successful drainage workshop was also 

held in Decatur at Richland Community College with excep-

tional attendance. It is very satisfying to see this level of interest 

in continuing education and the interest in new products to 

make our jobs simpler. 

 As quickly as the summer months came and went, Lori 

and I were able to visit our daughter Jamie and son-in-law 

Daniel in Europe. We were fortunate enough to have our Jamie 

organize our itinerary, and let me just say, she did a great job.  

My first impression flying into Budapest was the abundance of 
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red tile roofs on all the buildings along with the absence of 

wood used in construction. Stone and masonry construction 

was the norm in most buildings. Obviously they are doing 

something right due to the age of the buildings, many of which 

are older than this country we live in. 

 Our son-in-law, Daniel, is stationed in Papa, Hungary 

at a NATO supported air base which is about two hours from 

Budapest. The area around Papa consists of mostly small acre-

ages with a cropping mix of corn and sunflowers é and a few 

vineyards thrown in for good measure. We did see evidence of 

subsurface drainage identified by manholes scattered out in the 

crop fields. 

 We traveled to 

Rome by plane and then to 

Florence, Italy by train. The 

photo (right) is of Jamie and 

me standing in the middle of 

the Coliseum.  It is hard to 

believe that these ruins have 

been around for hundreds of 

years.  One of the most ex-

hausting parts of our trip was 

when Lori and I climbed 463 

steps to the top of the 

Duomo (Cathedral) to see all of Florence.  It wasnõt by choice, 

as we thought we were walking into the church sanctuaryé

wrong line.  But none the less, it was one of the most beautiful 

sights I had ever seen. 

 The train trip from Rome to Florence took us through 

a bit of agricultural area showing extensive surface drainage on 

spacings of 80 to 100 feet in corn and soybeans. As you travel 

into the wine producing areas, you see what appears to be very 

rocky soil which may prohibit subsurface work in the lower 

elevations. 

 We recognized real quickly how wasteful we are in 

America.  Very rarely did we find restaurants that had air condi-

tioning, and yes, you can live with only 2 pillows on your bed 

and not the standard 7 pillows that we think we must have here 

in the states. The automobiles are much smaller than the ones 

we drive and small scooters are everywhere in the cities. It was 

my first experience with different currencies, so for 2 weeks I 

was not sure exactly how much money we were spending. 

 All in all, it was a great trip with lots of memories, and 

the best part of all was spending time with Jamie and Daniel.   

 With the fall work season beginning again, I hope that 

everyone has a safe and profitable season.  

David Kennedy, President 
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N E W  M E M BE R S  

At Continental Western Group, business insurance is what we 
do; period.  Our single focus is to provide our customers with the 
business insurance coverage they need today and in the future.  
Continental Western Group is the Illinois LICA endorsed carrier 
for property and casualty insurance.  Contact Tim Neuhauser at 
Heiser Insurance at 1-800-727-9775 or Continental Western 
Group directly at 1-800-235-2942 for more information. 

Heiser Insurance & Financial Services  

Active Contractors 
 

Todd Sears 

Sears Farm 

14385 600 North Avenue, Tiskilwa, IL 61368 

Ph: 815-646-4224 
 

Dan Grothaus 

Grothaus Farms 

10339 Plainview Blacktop, Plainview, IL 62685 

Ph: 217-473-2189 
 

Dale Himstedt 

D & H Drainage 

533 E. 1275 N. Road, Morrisonville, IL 62546 

Ph: 217-827-4455 

You may notice a slight difference in the listing of new members above.  New member contact information will now be published in 
this section as they are introduced to the organization. If you already know our newest member, please give him a big ILICA welcome 
the next time you see him to let him know how glad we are he decided to join! 

Active Contractors (cont.) 
 

Colt Roderick 

C.R. Roderick Excavating 

1661 County Road 1050 N, Greenup, IL 62428 

Ph: 217-273-5060 
 

Jeff Hodel 

Ken Hodel & Sons 

1258 County Rd. 1800 E., Roanoke, IL 61561 

Ph: 309-923-7385 
 

Kyle Morris 

Morris Farm Drainage, Inc. 

1630 E. CR 1075 N, Camargo, IL 61919 

Ph: 217-369-2900 
 

Josh Ward 

Ward Tiling, Inc. 

R.R. 3, Box 182, Mount Sterling, IL 62353 

Ph: 217-242-4962 
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 Once again, August scheduling for the ILICA drainage 

workshop seemed to work well for area drainage contractors 

(as well as one from Wisconsin).  There were 39 attendees for 

each day of this 3 day workshop with several new faces in the 

group although it was also well attended by ILICA members.  

The Schilling Center at Richland Community College was a 

perfect place for this workshop with an open area east of the 

main campus for the survey field session which was right next 

to the pit-style bio-reactor installed during the ILICA 2006 

Conservation Expo. The classroom had all the latest technical 

equipment and the staff at Richland was very helpful in so 

many ways.  They went out of their way to provide anything we 

needed é and the food was good too! 

 As a direct result of this workshop, there were 3 new 

contractor members added to ILICA ranks and several other 

strong leads identified from the non-member attendees.  Once 

again the exit surveyõs indicate that Richard Cookeõs knowledge 

and classroom style is a winning combination with drainage 

contractors.  The exit surveyõs also indicate that most attendees 

would like to see a repeat of this class again next year.  

 The workshop also received outstanding support from 

associate facilitators and sponsors.  Mike Cook from AGPS and 

Joey Schlatter from Schlatterõs Inc spent several hours traveling 

to provide 1/2 day sessions on the last day of the workshop as 

well as spending additional one-on-one time with some of our 

contractors for more specific questions about their products.  

 A very heartfelt òthank youó goes out to all those who 

helped make this workshop such a success.  The support of our 

sponsors, who are listed below, makes it possible for ILICA to 

continue to provide this kind of outstanding education.   

(top left to lower right) Long-time partner and ILICA educational advisor, Richard Cooke from University of Illinois 
Extension;  Dennis Brooks, Lee Bunting and Randall Schertz during survey field session; Haley Bros. group during 
field session; attentive classroom during Richardõs design session; another group braving the heat for survey results to 
use during design session. 

D R A I NA G E  WO R K S H O P VE RY  
PO P U LA R  AG A I N  TH I S  SU M M E R  

 

Drainage Workshop Sponsors 
Advanced Geo Positioning Solutions 

AGPS - Mike Cook       ~       C.D. Getz 

Fratco, Inc.       ~       Port Industries 

Precision Intakes, LLC  ~  Springfield Plastics, Inc.  
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Hello fellow LICA ladies! After my 

grandmother, Roseõs passing, I was 

asked to continue her article in our 

newsletter. Honestly, at first, I balked. Letõs just 

say, creative writing is not a trait that she 

passed on to me. However, Iõm gonna give it a 

whirl. You will see many changes in the ladiesõ 

page from the past. In lieu of wit and wisdom 

from me, I plan to give you random information 

that you may feel useful. The information will 

mostly be tips you can use in your daily life for 

convenience, creativity and fun!  

 Please feel free to contact me 

(kristinstamps@yahoo.com ), with any additions 

you may have. Iõd love to include photos of your 

homes & vacations, favorite reads, landscape 

ideaséanything goes! ENJOY!  

 

Here is a glimpse of how I use the internet, with 

a few of my favorite websites.  

 

PARTY PLANNING www.catchmyparty.com  

Here you will find the most creative party plan-

ning ideas. Iõve based some of my kidõs parties 

on these ideas and plan to use the Amazing 

Race party idea for Keeganõs 10
th

 birthday this 

September . 

 

HOME DECORATING www.roomzaar.com  

There are great òreal lifeó photos of every kind 

of room you may be struggling to design on 

this great site. You canõt help but be inspired! 

 

COOKING www.allrecipies.com  

There are great tools on this site. You can print 

off shopping lists for recipes, and my favorite 

partétype in the ingredients you have at home 

and it will generate a recipe for you.  

 

CRAFTING www.tipjunkie.com  

On this site you will find tutorials of how to 

make just about anything on your own. I espe-

cially like the tutorials to knock off pricy de-

signer looks.  
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ENTERTAINMENT 

www.youtube.com  

Bored? Go to youtube and you wonõt be for 

long. Watch music videos, learn how to apply 

your make -up, catch up on your favorite TV 

shows. Itõs addicting, make sure you donõt lose 

track of time!  

 

ORGANIZATION www.organizedhome.com   

I LOVE, LOVE, LOVE the ideas to keep your 

home clean and inviting here. You can find 

cleaning schedules that I find very useful.  

 

EXERCISE www.great -workout.com  

This site is perfect for the amateur fitness nut. 

There are workouts designed for every level, 

which you can do at home. I turn to this site 

when I get bored with my fitness routine.  

 

SHOPPING www.etsy.com   

This is my all -time favorite website. I go here 

almost daily to see what is new. Crafters sell 

their goods here, usually for a song! Just stick a 

word in the search box and you will be amazed 

at the creativity you find!  

 

www.shoprouche.com  

I came across this site by accident while search-

ing for vintage clothing inspiration. They have 

beautiful things, based on vintage patterns, ac-

cessories, etc.  

 

Some other fun sites to check outé 

www.coolest -homemade -costumes.com   

www.craigslist.com  

www.ebay.com   

 

The word for my debut issue is WEBSITE. Some 

of you may be hesitant to use the internet, but 

for me, I learn something new nearly every day 

from the WORLD WIDE WEB. Have fun exploring!  

-Kristin Kutemeier   
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