ILLINOIS

CHAPTER

Land Improvement Contractors
of America

Land Improvement Contractors Of America - Illinois Chapter

September - October 2026

Past President
Eric Layden

USDA CLARIFIES
WETLAND
DETERMINATIONS

(page 6)

President
Jon Seevers

Vice President
Tyler Seals

First Vice President
LaVerne Weber

Treasurer
Lee Bunting

Associate Director
Amber Bosma

AREA 3
TRAP SHOOT &
GOLF OUTING
SEPT. 18, 2026

(page 20)

Executive Director
Ryan Arch

Board of Directors

Areal
Brian Brooks
LaVerne Weber

Area 2

Steve Anderson
Stuart Anderson

Area 3
Joe Streitmatter
Grant Curtis

Area 4
David Kennedy
Lee Bunting

Area 5
Rick Maguire
Earl Mast » Members’ Picnic a Historic Experience (pag 18)
Area 6 » Extension Connection: MyLiDAR - A Practical QGIS Plugin for Extracting Bare-
Bill Dean Earth Elevation Data from LiDAR Point Clouds (pag 12)
Scott Day » NEW LICA Benefit: ConEquip Discount pag 24)
Area 7 » Safety Feature: Burn First Aid on the Construction Site (pag 26)

VACANT

Area 8
Tom Beyer
Tyler Seals

ILICA SERIES
PROMOTES

CONSERVATION
DRAINAGE w9

Also Featured Inside:



Page 2 September - October 2026

SPRINGFIELD PLASTICS, INC. works hard to ensure contractors
have the highest-quality pipe and fittings on the market.
What we do behind the scenes includes:

e Expertly designed » Superior quality control to
drainage systems ensure your order is correct

e

* An amazing customer service * Dispatch services to coordinate
team to handle questions drainage tile delivery

Springfield y
; Plastics, inc. -

4
AN
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| —
Za &

spipipe.com * 800-252-3361

DONE RIGHT.

INSURANCE
SOLUTIONS FOR
LAND IMPROVEMENT
CONTRACTORS

Dimond Bros.
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Pete Mangold Mitch Newell Stephen Symons Caleb Dickens Dan McNeely

Sales Executive - Partner  Sales Executive - Partner Sales Executive Sales Executive Executive VP of Sales - Partner
petemangold@dimondoroscom  mitchnewell@dimondioroscom — stephensymonsadimondbroscom  caleb.dickensadimondoroscom danmeneely@dimondbroscom
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“We are the langest volume cupplice s Inter-Drain Corporate Office
7 ’ 7 ® ‘ ) 12929 410th A

gor type of eguipument iu the US /) Plows & Trenchers Waseca MN‘:.S%I;)‘;;

Phone: (507) 835-4214

=2 TRIMBLE GPS SYSTEMS Fax: (607) 835-2032

Eastern Division - Indiana
3578 North State Road 59
Brazil, IN 47834

Phone: (812) 835-2900
Fax: (812) 835-2535

The Inter-Drain chain trencher. Four size choices,
mechanical or hydraulic chain drive, vertical and Email: nte@hickorytech.net

offset available. Cummins, Volvo or Cat power. www.northlandtrenching.com

The Inter-Drain plow, three types, double link, single FULL SERVICE AND REBUILDS
cantilever, or single link, each in three sizes. Cat,

Cummins or Volvo power. Offset available. == HUGE PARTS INVENTORY
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This past July 4t we celebrated
our country’s 250th anniversary of
its independence. Some of us are
old enough to remember the
Bicentennial celebration, which at
the time seemed like a bigger deal,
but like most things, it seemed

bigger as a child.

While in school, I never cared much for History. At the time, it
seemed like a lot of memorizing names, dates, and places, and
at that age, I wasn’t good at remembering things. Forty-four
years ago, I married my wife, whose favorite school subject
was History, reinforcing the fact that opposites truly do attract.

Two of her favorite historical interests are World War II and
cemeteries. A couple of years ago, we visited the beaches of
Normandy 80 years after the allied forces stormed them on D-
Day. Seeing firsthand the cliffs that the Rangers scaled while
being fired upon by the German army was incredible. The
gratitude of the French people is evident by how they maintain
the American cemetery, where thousands of American
servicemen are buried after making the ultimate sacrifice for
their freedom. Every American should experience this part of
our country’s history.

During a European trip to celebrate our 40t wedding
anniversary, we spent a couple of days in Innsbruck, Austria,
who hosted the 1976 Winter Olympics. While traveling up the
mountain where the giant ski jump was, we could see a very
old, large, walled cemetery of interest at the edge of the city.
My wife wanted to visit the cemetery later that day. We found
a “hop-on, hop-off” city tour bus that had a stop close to the
cemetery to take us there. We were expecting to find graves
with tombstones having dates hundreds of years old, but to
our surprise most were buried in this or the previous century!
We asked our tour guide how that could be. She said, unlike
cemeteries in America that are maintained by tax dollars, theirs
are paid for by the relatives of the deceased, and when the
families cease paying the annual rental fee, the remains are
removed and the plot is rented to the next occupant. She
wasn’t sure what was done with the exhumed remains. For the
past 45 years, our company has “opened graves” at a couple of
local township cemeteries, and I can’t imagine doing this
European practice.

We all have the opportunity to make a positive difference in
the world. Make the most of it and you might go down in
history!

“It had long come to my attention that people of accomplishment rarely sat
back and let things happen to them. They went out and bappened to
things.” - Leonardo Da Vinci

Jon Seevers

2026 BOARD/MEMBERS’ MTG. ATTENDANCE

A = absent P = present C = cancelled meeting
Area / Director Jan [March| May | July | Sep [ Nov
Pres: Jon Seevers P P P P
VP: Tyler Seals P P A A

1st VP: LaVerne Weber P P P P

Area 1 - Brian Brooks P P P A

Area 1 - LaVerne Weber P P P P

Area 2 - Steve Anderson P P P P

Area 2 - Stuart Anderson P A P A

Area 3 - Grant Curtis A A A A

Area 3 - Joe Streitmatter P P P P

Area 4 - David Kennedy P A A A

Area 4 - Lee Bunting P P P P
Area 5 - Rick Maguire P P P A
Area 5 - Earl Mast - - P A
Area 6 - Scott Day P P A A
Area 6 - Bill Dean P A P A
Area 8 - Tom Beyers A P P A
Area 8 - Tyler Seals P P A A

Associate Director:
Amber Bosma

BERNS, CLANCY AND ASSOCIATES

ENGINEERS * SURVEYORS * PLANNERS

WEB: www.bernsclancy.com

405 EAST MAIN STREET 101 THORNTON BUILDING
POST OFFICE BOX 755 28 WEST NORTH STREET
URBANA, ILLINOIS 61803-0755  DANVILLE, ILLINOIS 61832-5729
PHONE: 217 - 384 - 1144 PHONE: 217 -431-1144
FAX: 217 - 384 - 3355 FAX: 217 - 431 - 2929
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BOARD & MEMBERS’

NEwW MEMBERS
MEETING SCHEDULE

Associates Unless changed by the Boatd during the year, the ILICA
business meetings are scheduled as follows:

Bank of Pontiac

Braden W Ifft Sept. 12, 2026 - Regular Meeting of the Board:
300 W Washington St Virtual & IP - ILICA Office, Galva
PO Box 710

Nov. 7, 2026 - Regular Meeting of the Board:

Pontiac, IL. 61764 .
Virtual & IP - ILICA Office, Galva

Ph: 815-844-6155
Emall.: blfft@bankofPonnac.com Excact location, meeting times & other details will be published in
Website: bankofpontiac.com the ILICA News and sent to members via mail and/ or email.

CL \HSIHH) REMINDER

&, FREE Classified Listings for Contractors!

Contact the ILICA Office for More Info: 309.932.1230

>, RIVER VALLEY PIPE -

You get our best from the start.

WHEN WE DELIVER,

SO DO YOU.

quality pipe
honest pricing
hassle free delivery

@ 859 State Route 26, Lacon, IL % 309.246.2466 @ www.rivervalleypipe.com
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USDA CLARIFIES WETLAND DETERMINATIONS TO
PROVIDE CERTAINTY TO FARMERS

NRCS Wetland
Determinations ..

Rule Provides
Clarity To Farmers*‘af -

O

KEEPING WORKING LANDS IN WORKING HANDS

CHAMPAIGN, July 30, 2026 — The U.S. Department of
Agticulture (USDA) is putting farmers first and supporting
government accountability by providing clear guidance around
wetland determinations,
producers’ decisions for their operations. USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) published an interim
final rule that ensures most determinations made since 1990

which helps inform agricultural

are considered certified, and producers can rely on the
determinations to work farmland.

“We want to empower farmers, ranchers and landowners to do
what they do best — farm the land,” said NRCS Chief Colton
L. Buckley. “Farmers’ direct relationship with the land makes
them uniquely qualified to guide its stewardship, and we took
action to provide regulatory certainty in order to make
operational decisions.”

Producers rely on certified wetland determinations when
making decisions about their agticultural operations, which
impacts USDA program eligibility

conservation assistance,

such as farm loans,
crop insurance and commodity

programs.

Through  this NRCS addressed
inconsistencies in how wetland determinations have been
certified and issued in the past. It aligns USDA policy with

interim  final rule,

statutory requirements, protects producer reliance interests,
and reduces unnecessary administrative burden by preventing
the reinterpretation or replacement of previously certified
determinations unless the producer asks for a review.

Specifically, the interim final rule ensures all wetland

determinations issued after Nov. 28, 1990, are certified if:
1. the producer was notified of the determination; and
2. the producer was given appeal rights at the time.

Farmers can rely on the decision to install drainage, clear land,
and conduct other land alternations without risking USDA
program eligibility so long as the determination shows the area
is not a wetland in accordance with the Wetland Conservation
provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985.

For more than 90 years, NRCS has helped farmers, ranchers
and forestland owners make investments in their operations

and local communities to improve the quality of our air, water,
soil, and wildlife habitat. NRCS uses the latest science and
technology to help keep working lands working, boost
agricultural economies, and increase the competitiveness of
American agriculture. NRCS provides one-on-one, technical
advice and financial assistance and works with producers to
help them reach their goals through voluntary, incentive-based
conservation information,  visit

programs. For more

nrcs.usda.gov.

More Information

To learn more about NRCS programs, producers can contact
their local USDA Service Center. Producers can also apply for
NRCS programs, manage conservation plans and contracts,
and view and print conservation maps by logging into their
farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up
today: https:

www.farmers.cov/account.

Source: Adapted from USD.A NRCS article -
bttps:/ [ wwmw.nres.usda.gov/ conservation-basics/ land/ wetlands/ news/ nsda-clarifies-

Ilr'é’//t]//{/f(f(’/é’i7//1‘//4]//‘0/7&/07[)/"()[/'/'{/6’*1,‘6’7'/t]/‘/i[l'

Featuring:

SPENGER JOE
Certified Public Accountant VVV

STAY AHEAD OF THE |RS CURVE

Tax Basics

Entity Structure

Business Deductions & Depreciation
0BBBA Changes

REGISTRATIUN O

HERE

>>>>»>>>>> [Of
form.jotform.com/232894600540050

SEPT2" @ 12PM. ¥ T T



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/account
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/land/wetlands/news/usda-clarifies-wetland-determinations-to-provide-certainty
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/land/wetlands/news/usda-clarifies-wetland-determinations-to-provide-certainty
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ILICA Ladies Page

BREAST

CANCER

October is Breast Cancer Awareness month! Our goal
throughout the month is to increase awareness of the disease
and stress the importance of mammograms as the best tool to
screen for breast cancer, the second most common type of
cancer among women. Approximately one in eight women in
the United States will get breast cancer during their lifetime
and each year, more than 40,000 women die from breast
cancet.

Signs and Symptoms of Breast Cancer

Different people have different symptoms of breast cancer,
while some do not have any signs or symptoms at all. It is
important to know how your breasts normally look and feel to
be able to recognize any changes that may occur. While
knowing what to look for is important, regular mammograms
and clinical breast exams are crucial, as these tests can help
detect breast cancer before symptoms show.

Signs of breast cancer may include:

® [Lump in the breast or underarm (armpit)

® Swelling or thickening of all or part of the breast
® Dimpling or skin irritation of breast skin

® Redness, scaliness or thickening of the nipple or breast
skin

® Nipple discharge (other than breast milk)
® Any change in the size or shape of the breast

® DPain in any area of the breast
Get Screened

A mammogram is a low-dose x-ray picture of the breast. Early
detection of breast cancer can improve a woman’s chance of
survival and mammograms are the best tool to find breast
cancer early, when it is easier to treat and before it is big
enough to feel or cause symptoms. Women should ask their
healthcare provider if and when a mammogram is right for
them.

How Can I Lower My Risk?

There are many factors that can influence your breast cancer
risk such as family history and getting older. There is no sure
way to prevent breast cancer, but lifestyle changes can help
lower your risk of breast cancer such as:

e Keep a healthy weight and exetcise regularly.

e Choose not to drink alcohol, or drink alcohol in
moderation.

e If you are taking hormone replacement therapy or birth
control pills, ask your doctor about the risks.

e  Breastfeed your children, if possible.

e If you have a family history of breast cancer, be sure to
talk to your doctor about ways to lower your risk.

Learn more about breast cancer, its symptoms, risk

factors, mammograms, diagnosis, and treatment for breast

cancer: httpSZ \V\V\V.CdC.QOV breast-cancer

Pink Ribbon Guide

A pink ribbon symbolizes breast cancer awareness. The FDA
Office of Women’s Health launched the Pink Ribbon
Sunday Mammography Awareness Program in 1998 to
educate women about early detection of breast cancer through
mammography. Pink Ribbon Sunday originally targeted
African American and Hispanic churches. Over the years, the
program’s outreach has expanded to connect with as many
women as possible. Pink Ribbon events help educate women
about the importance of mammograms and encourage them to
take charge of their breast health by getting regular
mammography screenings. We are pleased to share our
updated mammography resource, Pink Ribbon Guide:
Matters: https:
media/157056/downloadrattachment

www.fda.gov

Mammography



https://www.cdc.gov/breast-cancer/
https://www.fda.gov/media/157056/download?attachment
https://www.fda.gov/media/157056/download?attachment
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Take Action

This month and every month, there are many ways you can
join the fight to save lives against breast cancer. Many women
do not get their recommended mammography screenings due
to fear, time, lack of knowledge about mammograms or
concetns about cost. The Pink Ribbon Guide shares ways you
can help make a difference including distributing reliable health
information, providing emotional support and connecting
women to local resources. In the guide, you will find:

e Basic facts about mammography

¢ Information on how to host an in-person or virtual event
¢ A customizable flyer and postcard to promote your event
¢ Resources on mammography and breast cancer

Search for a certified mammography facility in your area:
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cdrh/cfdocs
cfMQSA /mgsa.cfm

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) offers
free or low-cost mammograms. Find out if you qualify:

https://www.cdc.gov/breast-cervical-cancer-screening

Additional Resources

Check out these resources from our office and federal
pattners:

e  Mammography: What You Need to Know:

https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates

mammographv-what-vou-need-know

e  Get Other FDA Publications for Women:

https://www.fda.gov/consumers/womens-health-topics

free-publications-women

For Women Homepage:

https://www.fda.gov/consumers/womens-health

e NCI Breast Cancer: https://www.cancer.gov/types/breast

e National Cancer Institute: https://www.cancer.gov

For resources and materials on other women's health
topics, visit www.fda.gov/womens.

Source:  Adapted  from U.S. Food and Drug Administration article -
bttps:
awareness-onth

www. fda.gov/ consumers/ knowledge-and-news-women-owh-blog/ breast-cancer-

chlatters Inc.

Intelligent Water Management™

Trimble

Drainage Plows

GPS Machine Control
Design Software
Custom Fabrication

Since

1952 16179 W 500 S

Francesville, IN 47946
(219) 567-9158
www.Schlattersinc.com

made to the same quality you trust
and the durability you rely.on

the NEW Hickenbottom®
Top Hat® is a featured
accessory inithe

pbright orange®
Hickenbottom®iinlet
family;

shown in 6IN XL

look for the bright orange® inlet
Hickenbottom®'s Trademark®

]
L

|_r

find pricing, sizes, distributors & more
visit www.hickenbottominlets.com



https://www.fda.gov/consumers/knowledge-and-news-women-owh-blog/breast-cancer-awareness-month
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/knowledge-and-news-women-owh-blog/breast-cancer-awareness-month
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https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/mammography-what-you-need-know
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] Scan to see our commitment to
supporting Illinois contractors.

With historically high prices for corn and soybeans,
there has never been a better time to reinvest in
land. Together with drainage contractors across
Illinois, ADS products and solutions help farmers
improve yields, increase farmable acres and create
sustainable water management solutions to
ensure the long-term success of their operation.

/IADS

d Drainage Systems, In /21 Our reason is water.™
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X ILLINOIS

Extension
Connection

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER
& ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

THE GRAINGER COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Department of Agricultural & Biological Engineering
338 Agricultural Engineering Sciences Building, MC-644
1304 W. Pennsylvania Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

MYLIDAR: A PRACTICAL QGIS PLUGIN FOR
EXTRACTING BARE-EARTH ELEVATION DATA
FROM LIDAR POINT CLOUDS

By Richard Cooke

The drainage industry increasingly relies on high-quality
elevation data, and LiDAR has become the backbone of
modern drainage design and analysis. In the Midwest,
statewide LIDAR coverage is now standard. In Illinois, digital
terrain model/digital elevation model (DTM/DEM) datasets
can be downloaded from the Illinois Geospatial Data
(https:
elevation/illinois-height-modernization-ilhmp). These county-

Clearinghouse clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/data

level DEM files are comprehensive, but they are also massive.
The dataset for even the smallest county shown in Figure 1
exceeds 31 GB, making storage, transfer, and processing
cumbersome for routine drainage work.

The Clearinghouse also provides smaller LIDAR point-cloud
(LAS) files. Each LAS tile covers a 2000 ft X 2000 ft area,
making them far easier to download, manage, and store (Figure
2). However, these tiles contain more than just ground points.
Buildings, vegetation, and unclassified returns are common

(Figure 3), and drainage applications require clean bare-carth
clevations. Extracting those ground points efficiently is
essential.

A recently developed QGIS plugin, MyLiDAR, offers a

practical solution.
A New Tool for Bare-Earth DEM Generation

MyLiDAR, introduced in a peer-reviewed article from the
Universidad de Extremadura and published in Earth Science
Informatics  (https:
026-02126-6), provides a streamlined workflow for converting
LAS tiles into drainage-ready DEMs

link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12145-

Beyond bare-earth extraction, the plugin includes tools for:

e Outlier point removal

e DPoint filtering

e Vegetation classification

¢  Building identification and counting

County Collections

Filter list by County or Year: I
County Year Metadata Tile Index LAS
Christian 2024 Metadata Tile Index LAZ (660.0 GB)
Iroquots 2024 Metadata Tile Index LAS (751.0 GB)
Livingston 2024 Metadata Tile Index LAS (713.0 GB)
Bureau 2023 Metadata Tile Index LAS (741.0 GB)
Scott 2023 Metadata Tile Index LAS (269.0 GB)
Logan 2023 Metadata Tile Index LAS (525.0 GB)
Ford 2023 Metadata Tile Index LAS (321.0 GB)
Madison 2023 Metadata Tile Index LAZ (785.0 GB)
Kankakee 2023 Metadata Tile Index LAS (478.0 GB)

DTM/DEM

Download (73.5 GB)
Image Service
Download (116.0 GB)
Image Service
Download (114.0 GB)
Image Service
Download (140.0 GB)
Image Service
Download (31.6 GB)
Image Service
Download (73.1 GB)
Image Service
Download (56.5 GB)
Image Service
Download (80.8 GB)
Image Service

Download (90.9 GB)
Image Service

DSM

Download (80.0 GB)
Image Service
Download (119.0 GB)

Image Service

Download (117.0 GB)

Image Service

Download (101.0 GB)
Image Service
Download (32.5 GB)

Image Service

Download (74.0 GB)
Image Service

Download (57.2 GB)
Image Service

Download (85.8 GB)
Image Service

Download (78.3 GB)
Image Service

Figure 1. Exanmple of county-level DTM/ DEM files available from the lllinois Geospatial Data Clearinghonse.



https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/data/elevation/illinois-height-modernization-ilhmp
https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/data/elevation/illinois-height-modernization-ilhmp
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12145-026-02126-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12145-026-02126-6
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Download a Subset of LAS Tiles
= Todownload a single LAS tile:

1. Zoom in to your area of mterest untl green
outlines of the LAS tiles are visible.
2.Chck 0n a ble, and chck link next to Download

Agricuturs Tile >>, and your tile should begin downloadng.

£ng Storage-s
Race St

To select multiple LAS tiles for download:

1. Zoom in 1o your area of mterest
until green outines of the LAS tiles are wisible

2.Cick the Select button 10 open the Select
widget

3. Draw a rectangle on the map around your area of
interest or the tiles you want to download.

4, Cack the ellipss (...) next 10 LAS Tiles in the
Select widget, and choose View in Attribute
Table from the menu

5. Ciick on the links in the Tile URL column of the
Attribute Table to download files one &t a time

For questions about the data, please submit a message
on the Hinoiz Gaospatial Data Clearinghouse. and select
LIDAR from the Issue dropdown

Figure 2. Screen for downloading LAS files from the Lllinois
Geospatial Data Clearinghouse.

Although MyLiDAR is not yet available through the official
QGIS Plugin Repository, it is publicly accessible on GitHub:
https://github.com/Skoolzon3/MyliDAR (Figure 4)

Versions are available for QGIS 3 (3.18 and later) and QGIS 4.
Users should download the version that matches their installed
QGIS release. The plugin is distributed as a ZIP file and can
be installed via:

Plugins — Manage and Install Plugins — Install from
ZIP (Figure 5)

Once installed, MyLiDAR appears as a menu option at the top
of the QGIS interface.

Generating a Bare-Earth DEM

[ *ABE_farm — QGIS
Project Edit View Layer Settings

DB kR
LYY -

| ayers

¢ @l @ T

v |:] Abe_Farm
~ V| 95 1017 1239
Unclassified
. Ground
. Low Vegetation
Medium Vegetation
. High Vegetation
B suiding
. Low Point (Noise)
~ V| ¥ Google Hybrid

- - e

SIS S SR SIS

Plugins Vector Raster Database Web Mesh MMQGIS

Ve2pAPP " A

Figure 3. 1LAS file that covers the Agricultural and Biological Engineering Farm at the

University of Lllinois.

Selecting MyLiDAR — Generate Bare
Earth DEM opens the interface shown in
Figure 6. The example illustrates a DEM
generated from the LAS tile covering the
Agricultural and Biological Engineering
Farm at the University of Illinois. The
DEM was used to generate contours for a
section of the field (Figure 6). The DEM
also clearly shows the pond, channels, and
constructed hill on the
developed through an in-kind contribution
ILICA. ILICA support has
significantly enhanced our research and

MyLIDAR RasterStats Procesq

e & C

site, features

from

Extension capabilities.

A Practical Tool for Drainage Design
and Installation.

MyLiDAR fills an important gap for
practitioners who need high-resolution
elevation data without the burden of
downloading and processing county-scale
DEMs. By enabling rapid extraction of
bare-earth elevations directly from LAS
tiles, the plugin makes LiIDAR data from
the Illinois Geospatial Data Clearinghouse
far more accessible for everyday drainage
design, and field planning. For drainage
professionals  secking a lightweight,
flexible, and QGIS-native solution,
MyLiDAR is a valuable new tool.

@ Skoolzon3 / MyLiDAR i G ot | [ e (Continued on page 14)
< Code @ msues 11 Pullrequests @ Actiors [ Proects @ Security and quality 122 insights
P reesseiqoist = P 2Branches © 3 Tags Q _ About
. MyLIDAR is 3 QGIS plugin for
- ’ £ Clone ®
mighranch is 1 commit shead of snd 8 commits behind swvw i ‘ processing and analyzing UDAR point
MITPS | Githab CU clouds. It streamiines workflows by
offering tools for cleaning,
& Skoolzond Updal it hange Bt/ thu. comfShool omd /ML LOAK. gLt @ cassification, reporting, and
N visualization of las/laz datasets
™ icons peate point filt
e (i R
sute . fo € Openin GtHub Coplot app
Version Seleetor: g © Open ub Coplot app ) s (e =
3 O ith Gitrub Desktop
W transiations $ 9:00mn wHit i Dasidog ok phagin  qged ot pugin
D Downinad 7IF D L ;'TL,QC,B(’
D gitignore Add TG

Figure 4. Website for accessing the MyLiDAR plugin.


https://github.com/Skoolzon3/MyLiDAR?utm_source=copilot.com
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ANAAANANANANANANANAN
Re S K LI”Ks 4
Eg, Installed! If you are provided with a zip package containing a plugin to install, please select the file below and dick the Instal plugin button. s a”lc 1
Please note for most users this function is not applicable, as the preferable way is to install pilugns from a repository. S ° *E o 1
S Ey 3§ ¢
ZIP file 'C:\Users'racco\Downloads\MyLIDAR release-qgis3.zip [ x] s 'U § Y .":'. hgo 1
338§ g8t ¢
Instal Pugin S 5 X §83 e
§ RS S ROT 2
S ¢m &
Close Help z » 5

Figure 5. Installing the MyLiDAR plugin in QGIS. V

Ll o

ENsherwin Or g+ %

LIDAR layer or fie:
1017_1239 0 v

| Output DEM fie:

C:\sers\yacco\Donnloads\1017_1239_bare_earth_dem_cel.of

DEM Generation Parameters

Interpolation method: | Grid-based (min 2 per cef) -

Cell size: 4.00 units -
Generate Hilshade

Hilshade output:

2 factor:

Azmuth:

Vertical angle:

Generate report log fle

3 CUﬂ;k R S—— County'Rd*1 300N

Figure 6. MyLiDAR DEM interface, DEM generated from 1.AS file shown in Figure 3, and contour lines for a section of
the field, generated from the DEM.

ILLINOIS

Illinois LICA is
SEEKING HOSTS

Dinner « Education « Games « Tours « You Name It!

lllinois LICA is seeking members in each of our 8 areas to host a special event for members & prospects in your
area. Your event can be as simple and casual as dinner in your shop with a bags tournament or dig deeper with
an educational session, product demonstration, or a tour....The options are endless!

Plus, lllinois LICA will pick up the event tab and help with planning!

If you're up to the challenge and willing to help in your area, please call the office (309) 932-1230, or fill out the
online form at form.jotform.com/240724809136053.

We are excited to hear your ideas!
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MORE THAN

Precast Concrete

JUST PRODUCTS

CUSTOMER SERVICE THAT IS
SECOND TO NONE

JCG Midwest supports agricultural, commercial,
municipal and residential projects with the materials
and responsiveness needed to keep work moving.
With large in-stock inventory, multiple locations,
manufacturing capabilities and on-site, on-time
delivery, we simplify complex jobs and keep crews
productive from start to finish.

jcgmidwest.com J CG MIDWEST

DRAINAGE & CONCRETE

Custom Fabrication

Moweaqua | Monticello | Mt. Zion
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ILICA DRAINAGE WATER WORKSHOP SERIES
PROMOTES CONSERVATION DRAINAGE

Recognizing that a fair number of contractors, landowners,
and producers continue to have a general lack of knowledge
regarding Illinois’s Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy (INLRS)
and the conservation drainage practices recommended therein,
Ilinois LICA decided to bring back a drainage workshop series
it had hosted in 2024. The single day workshops were held
during the summer months at three separate locations across
the state (e.g. north, central, south) and provided information
about the history and progtress of the Illinois Nutrient Loss
Reduction Strategy, the benefits of edge of field practices, how
to identify suitable sites for installation, cost share
opportunities, wetland jurisdictional and determination
information, and research on tile drainage and conservation
drainage practices. Two of the three workshops even included
field tours of wvatrious established conservation drainage
practices. With the help of sponsors, partner organizations and
agencies supporting the workshops, the trainings were well
attended by a mix of contractors, landowners, producers, farm
managers, and government agency staff. Overall, agendas were
jam-packed with content, and there were ample opportunities
to speak with agency and industry professionals to answer any
conservation drainage related questions.

ILICA would like to thank our speakers: Illinois
Sustainable Ag Partnership, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Agricultural Drainage Management Coalition, US
Army Corps of Engineers, University of 1L Extension, JULIE,
Grade Solutions, Ecosystem Services Exchange, University of
Illinois, Minois EPA, Crop-Tech Consulting, City of Decatur,
Precision Conservation Management, and Lowell Gentry.

Our sincere thanks to our sponsors, as well: Marathon Pipe
Line, Springtield Plastics, Illinois Association of Drainage
Districts, Hickenbottom, Fratco, ADMC, Prinsco, DK Tanks
& Pipe, and Highland Community College.

To view more pictures from the event, visit our website:

www.illica.net/workshop-gallery/2026-drainage-water-

workshop

PRINSCO

WATER MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

Marathon
MARATHON / Pipe Line uc

nd
=
HIGHLAND

COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

A &

m
TANKS & PIPE
DKTANKS.COM

& opringfield
g8 Plastics, inc.

i71Hickenbottom Inc. &
Mmgage Management

Coalition



https://www.illica.net/workshop-gallery/2026-drainage-water-workshop
https://www.illica.net/workshop-gallery/2026-drainage-water-workshop
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Photo credit: Highland Community College
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MEMBERS’?> PICNIC A HISTORIC EXPERIENCE

Selected for a number of the historical and visitor tour
opportunities in the area, Illinois LICA members traveled to
Joliet, IL in July for the Annual Members’ Picnic, where they
ended up spending most of their time in town behind bars...

(figuratively speaking, of course!)

Unshackled and under their own free-will, members entered
the Old Joliet Prison Historic Site for a one-of-a-kind guided
prison tour experience. Traversing the grounds, members
learned all about the prison’s storied history while entering
many buildings housing the communal showers, cafeteria,
workforce development, cell blocks, and solitary confinement.
Being physically present in such spaces while the tour guide
shared first-hand accounts from former prisoners about the
life behind the walls and bars was a fascinating, albeit eerie,

experience.

Originally built to replace Illinois’s first state penitentiary in
Alton, which had become notorious for poor conditions, the
Joliet Prison began operating in 1858, becoming severely over-
crowded and unsanitary itself within decades. Despite opening
a new facility, Stateville Penitentiary, in 1926 with the intention
of replacing the Old Joliet Prison, it remained in use until 2002
when it closed for budget reasons.

After closing, the abandoned prison suffered vandalism, arson,
and deterioration before the City of Joliet gained control of the
property in 2017 and partnered with the Joliet Area Historical

Museum to preserve it. Today, the OIld Joliet Prison

PRINS

INSURANCE

Call
Before
You Dig

- ULIE
G GRINNELL

MUTUAL. Simply Call 811

Preservation Coalition has stabilized and restored the site
through volunteer work, donations, and fundraising. The
historic prison is now open to visitors, serving as an important
reminder of Joliet’s history and the broader history of crime,

punishment, and prison reform in Illinois.

After the tour, members tunneled out and escaped the prison
(joking here again of course...although the prison does have a
tunnel system below the grounds that was used by guards to
quickly access areas of the prison in times of need, such as
during altercations - it has now been flooded to prevent use) to
make their way down the street to the Joliet Iron Works
Historic Site, once the second largest steel mill site in the US,

for a catered lunch and a brief members’ meeting.

Our sincere thanks to our sponsors Fratco, Prins Insurance,
Grinnell Mutual, and JULIE. To view pictures from the event,
icnics-gallery

visit our website: https://www.illica.net

Source: Historical information derived via OpenAl ChatGTP (Augnst 2026) from
bttps:/ [ www jolietprison.org/ bistory.html



https://www.illica.net/picnics-gallery
https://www.jolietprison.org/history.html
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Greg Greco MBA CEP
319-234-5723

1727 University Avenue
Waterloo, IA 50701

FINANCIAL SERVICES
“Helping you write the story of your life”

Th[e Five Elements of Transition Planning

Succession Planning |
The successful transition of the business to the next generation
Business Plannin
Profitability now and into the future
Risk Management
Ensuring money and structuring responsibility
Financial Independence Planning
Ensuring the availability of financial resources for retirement diversification
Estate Plannin

‘ The orderly distribution of assets upon death and the payment of labilities in a
\ manner consistent with the deceased’s desires

1
:
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CHAPTER

ILLINOIS

SPONSORSHIP

[ ] Event Sponsor - $500*
L] Dinner Sponsor - $350
[] Lunch Sponsor - $250
[ ] Beverage Cart Sponsor - $250

Izaak Walton League Trap-Skeet Grounds
1220 W. T1th St, Kewanee, IL 61443

1:00 PM
L] Green or Te? Sfonon .$]85 Baker Park Golf Course (shotgun start)
[ ] Lowest Scoring Team Prize Sponsor- $200 1095 Cambridge Rd, Kewanee, IL 61443

[] Closest to the Pin Prize Sponsor- $100
[] Longest Putt Prize Sponsor - $100
[l Longest Drive Prize Sponsor - $100

REGISTRATION

Trap, Golf, & Dinner: $ 110.00
50 Clays, Green Fees & Golf Cart (18 holes), Lunch, Driving Range, 2 Beverage Tickets, Evening Steak Dinner & Prizes

Trap Only: $ 35.00 | Golf & Dinner: $ 80.00 | Golf Only: $ 55.00 | Dinner Only: $ 40.00

Trap, Golf, Dinner  Trap Only  Golf & Dinner Golf Only  Dinner Only

Name(s) $110 $35 $80 $55 $40
1. O O ] L] []
2. O ] l O O
3. O L] ] ] ]
4. O L] [] L] O

(] Draft me to any team! or [ Preferred 4-some:

*Event level sponsors: buy 3 get 1 free golf & dinner registration ($240/foursome)

Please remit by September 3, 2026
Company name (to be listed on signage): REGISTER HERE

Contact: Phone: Email:
Enclosed is the check, PAYABLE TO ILICA, in the amount of $
Mail check and this form to: Illinois LICA - 112 Exchange St., Ste 2 - Galva, IL 61434

form.jotform.com/

TRAP SHOOT REQUIREMENTS: Bring your own gun & the correct loads for it. Lead shot acceptable. 250774942501154
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POWER TO PERFORM

BRON iS a regisiered trademark-of RWF Industyie:
a division of Roberts Welding & Fabricating Ltdh=:

FIND OUT VMIORE ONLINE
519.421.0036 | 1.800.263.1060
www.RWFBRON.com

Innovative Water

MANAGEMENT

The power to control water

is in your hands.

From wet springs to dry summers,
keep your fields at the perfect moisture
level automatically with Agri Drain’s Smart

Drainage System®.

v Increase Yields

AGRIDRAIN
641-742-5211

v~ Precision Water Level Control

v~ Conserve and Improve Soil & Water

info@agridrain.com

KOMATSU
E WIRTGEN KLEEMANN

@ HAMM [ VOGELE { ..*
> @Epiroc ®Bobcat o

ROLAND

| | “. PORTABLE POWER
‘ MACHINERY CO. & Loy GRAD‘u =
TANA Rosco Y FUCHS s Kvorase

East Peoris
* INDIANA

Palmyea & ILLINOIS

ILLINOIS LOCATIONS
Carteruille East Peoria Marengo

Springfield  Bolingbrook
217-789-711  630-739-7474  618-985-3399  309-694-3764  815-923-4966 rolandmachinery.com
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DOZER ] ‘ Lielual
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2026 \} 7 S E P T I C &
©» TRAINING
) LIS 4

SAVE THE DATE! =~ -
10AM-4PM _ ‘nicionn

$10 PER KID DRIVE ALL ricad
AD!LIS_M_E\_ER_EE MACHINES Contractor Training Store
(GATES CLOSE AT 3) 0 2 : 7 A
\\- Contractor Training Store and Illinois LICA will host a Virtual

MCLEAN COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS
BLOOMINGTON, IL

Septic Training Series offering 3 CEU's required for the renewal
of lllinois Septic Licenses (Installer, Pumper, and Sanitation
Technician)!

Limited to the first 100 registrants No refunds | No partial credits

SCAN BELOW

T
FOR TICKETS! SEPT 24, 2026

8:00 - 11:30 AM

1 License Training: $85

2 License Training: $115

3 License Training: $145
4% convenience fee applies \~‘"‘ N

ILICA Members: Use your member ID or contact

the office for your $30 member discount code!

SPONSORED BY STARK EXCAVATING, FINNIGAN FARMS,
WMBD-WYZZ TV, AND CUMULUS MEDIA CENTRAL ILLINOIS

ILICA Proudly @p@mm

ILICAYRIVIA

Be the first to submit the correct
answer to michelle@illica.net

One lucky winner will receive a prize!

Jul/Aug Answer: David Lee
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Illinois Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc............ 11
Region IV LICA: Lunch & Learn Webinar AgriDrainCorp ... 21
Sept. 2, 2026 Berns, Clancy & Associates ................ 4
12-1pm
Register via QR code on page 6: BRON ... 21
https://form.jotform.com/232894600540050
Cook’s AGPS,LLC ...................... 27
Board of Directors Meeting (hybrid) Dimond Bros. Insurance., LLC .... ........ 2
Sept. 12, 2026
Galva, IL Envision Insurance Group, LLC . ........... 28
Committee MeetmgS: 8 am - 12 pm Fratco,Inc........ .. .. ... ... 25
Board Meeting: 1 pm
In-person: Greco & Associates Financial Services . . . . ... 19
ILICA Office: 112 Exchange St., Ste. 2, Galva, IL 61434 .
Hickenbottom, Inc. ........................... 9
Virtual:
https://us02web.zoom.us/{/9759547353?pwd=c1ZPcjF JCG Midwest Drainage Products .............. 15
hSTBTYjhXeERNZnFRTXdOZz09
Or call: 1-312-626-6799  Meeting ID: 975 954 7353 Marathon Pipe Line .. .................... 10
Passcode: 0000 ) . o
Martin Equipment of Illinois, Inc........... 28
Area 3 Trap Shoot & Golf Outing Metal Culverts, Inc . ............ ... ...... 27
Sept. 18, 2026
Kewanee, IL Northland Trenching Equipment, LLC ... ... 3
[zaalc Walton Trap = Skeet Grounds: 9:00/am Precision Intakes, Ltd .. .. ................. 27
Baker Golf Course: 12:00 pm
Register via QR code on page 20: Prins Insurance, Inc . . .......... ... ... ... ... 28
o 11 - 50774€ [N [N .
https://pci.jotform.com/form /250774942501154 BHSE0L THIE - » o o e om0 55 e sm o0 m e sn o a oo 8
Contractor Training Store & Illinois LICA Purple Wave Auction . .................... 7
Virtual Septic Training . .
Sept. 24, 2026 River Valley Pipe .. ......... .. .. ... ... 5
8 - 11:30 am Roland Machinery Co. . ................... 21
Register: https://form.jotform.com/210405973758159
ot via QR code on page 22 Schlatter’s, Inc. . . ... 9
. . . . ingfield Plastics, Inc.................... 2
Contractor Training Store & Illinois LICA Springfield Plastics, Inc
Virtual Septic Training Vermeer Midwest, Inc. . .......... ... ..... 27
Oct. 29, 2026
8- 11:30 am Xylem, LTD. . ... 10

Registration opens 9/24/26


https://form.jotform.com/232894600540050
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9759547353?pwd=c1ZPcjFhSTBTYjhXeERNZnFRTXdOZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9759547353?pwd=c1ZPcjFhSTBTYjhXeERNZnFRTXdOZz09
https://pci.jotform.com/form/250774942501154
https://form.jotform.com/210405973758159
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FEATURED NEW LICA BENEFIT: CONEQUIP

A All the Parts You Need.
conEouir One Source.

ConsTrucTioN EQUIPMENT PARTS

At ConEquip Parts, we understand
that downtime costs you money.
That's why we're commited to

getting you the right part and
support you need - FAST.

Final Drives/Motors Swing Bearings Hydraulic Pumps
Hydraulic Cylinders Transmissions Swing Drives/Motors
Undercarriage Axles/Differentials Diesel Components

& so MUCH MORE’ One-time $100 credit toward parts purchase. Valid for new
- & existing customers. No minimum purchase required
Non-transferable, no cash value, & cannot be combined

with other offers. Valid at time of purchase only

WHETHER YOU HAVE

1 MACHINE
OR 1,000 MACHINES

ConEquip Parts is here to give you the most
trustworthy service & the best prices.

FAST QUALITY EXPERT COMPETITIVE INTERNATIONAL

RESPONSE PARTS SUPPORT PRICES COVERAGE

Quick quotes Genuine OEM Knowledgeable The best value Serving heavy

& rapid shipping & high quality team ready to without equipment owners

to minimize aftermarket help you find compromising & operators across

your downtime. parts you can the right part on quility. the U.S & Canada.
count on. FAST.

CALL

Mention LICA for your $100 Credit! (716) 427-7502

A World of Parts with a Personal Touch | www.conequip.com
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FREE
VISUAL GUIDES FOR

SMARTER WATER
MANAGEMENT

Get six downloadable infographics that cover some of today’s
most effective conservation practices, from engineered
infrastructure to nature-based practices.

CONSTR UCTED
WETLANDS :

WHAT ARE THEY?

A ng et <o gy
omarg o 43000 e $U0000. Wk
¥t vt of G113 b Downd o

s o i et

Scan the code or visit
fratco.com/conservation-guides

Fratco is proud to support solutions that protect land, water,

and the future. Because in the end, we're all downstream. FR‘ rco
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SAFETY FEATURE: BURN FIRST AID
ON THE CONSTRUCTION SITE

Scalds and burns are potentially life-changing injuries that can

lead to severe pain, lost time at work and permanent damage to
skin. Hot surfaces, flammable liquids, gas motors, welding
equipment and electricity are common burn hazards on the
construction site.

It is important that you use extreme caution when working with
or around these things, and that you know what to do should
you or a co-worker get burned. Review this guidance for more
information.

For Any Burn

If you or a co-worker experiences any type of burn,
immediately take the following steps to minimize the extent of

the injury:

e Put out any flames and remove any restrictive jewelry or

clothing.

e  Check that the victim’s airway is open, that the person is
breathing and that there are signs of circulation.

e Do not use ice on the burn, as it could cause even more
damage.

e Do not apply butter, burn gels, creams or lotions, as they
can prevent proper healing.

e Do not break blisters, as they make the victim susceptible
to infection.

e If the person has slipped, tripped or fallen, consider that
there may be injuries in addition to the burn. To avoid
worsening these other injuries, do not move the person
excessively.

Minor Burns

If you or a co-worker suffers a minor burn, which is a first- or
second-degree burn that covers only a small part of the body,
take these steps:

e Remove clothing from the affected area.

e Hold the burned area under cool running water for at least

five minutes or until pain subsides. Alternatively,
submerge the area in cool water. Cooling the area reduces

swelling.

e Loosely wrap the burn with a dry, sterile gauze bandage to
protect and keep air off the burned skin. Do not tighten

the bandage—you should avoid putting pressure on
burned skin.

e If the victim experiences increased pain, redness or fever,
which could signal an infection, contact a physician
immediately.

Major Burns

If you or a co-worker experiences second- or third-degree
burns over large surfaces of the body or face, hands, feet or
the genital area, immediately take the following steps:

e Call 911. If burns cover an area the size of an arm or leg,
keep the victim lying down.

Discussion Date:

Employee Participants

Construction Safety Matters - Prins Insurance LICA Portal
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2064 Republic Ave = Monroe, IA 507170

SURFACE WATER
INTAKES

Quality Products...Unequalled Service

Over 65 years of manufacturing
and supplying corrugated metal pipe
and related highway drainage products.

Havana, IL Office (309) 543-2271
Monmouth, IL Office (309) 734-4113

i‘:;t?ss;f)-::f:l:’AKES cOM Corporate Office (800) 735-7312
OFFICE@P :
“pealer Inquiries Welcome’ Email: sales@metalculverts.com

www.metalculverts.com

www.precisionintakes.com

1807 179th St North 120 East Martin Dr
East Moline, IL 61244 Goodfield, IL 61742
(309) 751-9540 (309) 965-3300

COOK'S
/AGPS..

YOUR CONTINUED SOURCE FOR:

/AGPS &Sl

INDUSTRY LEADING FINE GRADE RTK GPS
MACHINE CONTROL SYSTEMS

4

Design and machine control for tile drainage,
land leveling and surface water management needs.

GPS-GNSS RECEIVERS & ANTENNAS

New in 2022 our NovAtel receivers are able to use
GALLEO & BeIDou satellites for better availability near

ASK ABOUT OUR NEW LOW-COST
RTK SURVEY/ GUIDANCE TABLETS

Contact Nate at 989-402-4779 or nate@cookswms.com
Visit our website at www.cooksagps.com

Y Vermeer
Midwest
WWW.VERMEERMIDWEST.COM
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112 Exchange St., Ste. 2
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ié - ENVISION
\\3\%5;;:' "INSURANCE GROUP
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Four Area Locations to Serve You

417 W Jefferson St.
Morton, IL 61550
(309) 263-2400

1616 W Pioneer Parkway
Peoria, IL 61615
(309) 683-1100

456 E Main St. 1150 E. Pershing Rd

Galesburg, IL 61401 Decatur, IL 62526
(309) 343-1168 (217) 422-5000

Business & Personal Insurance  Life & Health ® Benefits ¢ Bonding

People {,_’"OU can

FIND A SALES REP
prinsco.com/agsales

M PrINSCO

TER MAN 800.992.1725

LEGENDARY
SUPPORT,
RELENTLESS

DEDICATION.

As a proud member of the lllinois Land Improvement Contractors Association
with nine locations across the Midwest, we're honored to provide exceptional
support and legendary service to keep fleets running at full speed.

Learn more at MartinEquipment.com

@ JOHN DEERE

’?RINS

DA prins@prinsins.com
R, 1-800-831-8545

INSURANCE

CELEBRATING YEARS

ving the Land Improvement Contractor




