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I hope everyone is having a safe 

and profitable spring. I also hope 

you noticed I mentioned safety 

before profits. If you are like me, 

you live for this time of year. 

Warmer temperatures, no bugs, 

and low humidity make for a great 

time to enjoy Illinois. This is the 

farm boy in me talking, but seeing the landscape change and 

smelling that good dirt as seeds are being planted is just the 

best.   

I want to continue to share my ILICA story with you. I was at 

the Farm Progress Show in Decatur in 2009 and met Stan 

Seevers (two-time past ILICA President [1986 & 1998],  

current ILICA Life Member) in the conservation tent. I had 

been a drainage contractor full-time for three years at this 

point. He asked me why I wasn’t a member of ILICA yet. I 

told him, I didn’t see the value in it. I was managing just fine. 

He took the time and asked about my machinery and  

operation. Then he took the time to shed as much wisdom as 

he could with me to make me a better contractor and  

ultimately make me more profitable. This was a fifteen-minute 

conversation that I will never forget. I learned enough from 

Stan in those fifteen minutes to join ILICA that day, and, after 

attending my first convention, I learned even more from other 

members. All these years later, I just know this as “talking 

shop.” If you haven’t hung out with a group of people that do 

the same things you do in the industry you are in, then you are 

missing out. The exchange of knowledge is sometimes life 

changing.   

ILICA continues to hold education as a high priority. This 

does not necessarily mean in a classroom setting. It could 

mean just an exchange of information between members. It 

could mean attending an ILICA demo and seeing something 

done in a way you haven’t seen before.   

I continue to urge everyone to get the most out of your Illinois 

and National memberships. The newest national benefit that 

could help many of us is a the new health care insurance plan.  

I run a very small operation. This insurance option can cover 

even just one employee. Please look into it. Being able to offer 

insurance is a huge incentive for current and potential  

employees. 

ILICA has a busy summer planned. Please save room on your 

calendar to attend at least one event. Some events are for  

education, like our field demos and drainage workshop. Others 

are for pure fun, like our golf outings & trap shoots and the 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  

picnic & members’ meeting. I’m personally excited about the 

backhoe rodeo. If you think you have operating skills, come 

prove it! It’s a lot of fun.  

As I mentioned earlier, some of our events are just for fun and 

some are meant for professional development. I can guarantee 

that all our events involve a lot of “talking shop.” This  

continues to be a huge membership benefit for me.  

I leave you with this, be safe and be healthy. If you think you 

don’t have the time to do the job right the first time, what 

makes you think you will have the time to come back and fix 

it?  Do good work and sleep good at night. Until next time… 

Best regards, 

Eric Layden 

“The exchange of knowledge 
is sometimes life changing.“ 
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Unless changed by the Board during the year, the ILICA 
business meetings are scheduled as follows: 

 

May 6, 2023 - Regular Meeting of the Board:   

      Virtual & IP - ILICA Office, Galva 

 

June 17, 2023 - Picnic & Members’ Meeting:   

      Lake Land College, Mattoon 

 

Sept. 9, 2023 - Regular Meeting of the Board:   

      Virtual & IP - ILICA Office, Galva 

 

Exact location, meeting times & other details will be published in 
the ILICA News and sent to members via mail and/or email.  

B OA R D  &  M E M B E R S ’  
M E E T I N G  S C H E D U L E  

2 0 2 3  B O A R D  M E M B E R  M T G .  A T T E N D A N C E  

A = absent              P = present           C = cancelled meeting 

Area / Director Jan March May Sep Nov 

Pres: Eric Layden P P    

VP: Jon Seevers P P    

1st VP:  Tyler Seals P A    

Area 1 - Brian Brooks P P    

Area 2 - Steve Anderson P A    

Area 2 - Stuart Anderson P P    

Area 3 - Grant Curtis P A    

Area 3 - Joe Streitmatter P P    

Area 4 - David Kennedy P A    

Area 4 - Lee Bunting P P    

Area 5 - Rick Maguire --- P    

Area 6 - Scott Day P P    

Area 6 - Bill Dean P A    

Area 7 - John Barttelbort --- A    

Area 8 - Tom Beyers P P    

Area 8 - Tyler Seals P A    

Associate Dir: D. Randolph P A    

 

N E W  M E M B E R S  

Heidi Turner 

R and M Sewer Group, LLC 

396 Bethel Mine Rd. 

Caseyville, IL 62232 

Ph: 618-344-8563 

Email: randmsewer@gmail.com 

Website: randmsewerservice.com 

 

LaVerne Weber 

Grade Solutions LLC 

7367 E. Farm School Rd. 

Rock City, IL 61070 

Ph: 815-209-9675 

Email: Laverne@gradesolutionsllc.com 

Website: gradesolutionsllc.com 

 

Darrell Fox 

D. Fox Excavating, Inc. 

1607 W. Peru 

Princeton, IL 61356 

Ph: 815-866-6035 

Email: 1slyfox73@gmail.com 

 

Crossroads Safety Consulting 

George Wyness 

22 Island View Lane 

Springfield, IL 62712 

Ph: 217-725-0745 

Email: georgewyness@hotmail.com 

Active Contractors 

Associates 
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$145 billion over 10 years using a more realistic, “dynamic” 

economic analysis. 

In addition, the death tax forces family businesses to waste 

money on expensive insurance policies and estate planning. 

These burdensome compliance costs make it even harder for 

business owners to expand their businesses and create more 

jobs. 

A super-majority of likely voters support eliminating the death 

tax. Poll after poll has indicated that a super-majority of likely 

voters support repealing the estate tax. Typically, two- thirds of 

likely voters support full and permanent repeal of the death 

tax. People instinctively feel that the estate tax is not fair. A 

2016 state poll by YouGov conducted in South Dakota 

showed 75 percent of voters supported repealing the estate tax. 

The death tax is unfair. It makes no sense to require grieving 

families to pay a confiscatory tax on their loved one’s nest egg. 

Far too often this tax is paid by selling family assets like farms 

and businesses. Other times, employees of the family business 

must be laid off and payrolls slashed. No one should be  

punished for fulfilling the American dream. 

The negative effects of the estate tax make permanent repeal 

the only solution for family businesses and farms. Your  

legislation will help America’s family businesses create jobs, 

expand operations, and grow the economy. We thank you for 

your continued leadership on this important issue.”  

(Signed by 130 Groups Representing Family Businesses) 

N A T I O NA L  LICA J O I N S  OV E R  100  B U S I N E S S  
G RO U P S  C A L L I N G  F O R  DE A T H  T A X  R E P E A L  

MARCH 24, 2023: In a letter being delivered to Congress  

today, National LICA signed on to support the Death Tax 

Repeal Act of 2023. Letter below: 

“We appreciate your work to lead the country towards a  

common sense tax code that does not impose a destructive 

double or triple tax at death. We support full and permanent 

repeal of the federal estate tax for the following reasons: 

Repealing the death tax would spur job creation and grow the 

economy. Many studies have quantified the potential job 

growth that would result from estate tax repeal. Last year the 

Tax Foundation found that the US could create over 150,000 

jobs by repealing the estate tax. A 2012 study by the House 

Joint Economic Committee found that the death tax has  

destroyed over $1.1 trillion of capital in the US economy – loss 

of small business capital means fewer jobs and lower wages. 

Lawrence Summers, former Secretary of the Treasury under 

President Clinton; Alicia Munell, member of President  

Clinton's Council of Economic Advisors; Joseph Stiglitz, a 

Nobel laureate for economics; and Douglas Holtz-Eakin,  

former CBO Director have all published work on the death 

tax's stifling effect on job growth and the economy as a whole. 

The death tax contributes a very small portion of federal  

revenues. The estate tax currently accounts for approximately 

one half of one percent of federal revenue. There is a good 

argument that not collecting the estate tax would create more 

economic growth and lead to an increase in federal revenue 

from other taxes. A 2016 Tax Foundation analysis found  

repeal of the death tax would increase federal income taxes by 

Source: https://www.licanational.com/national-lica-joins-over-a-100-business-groups-calling-for-death-tax-repeal/ 

https://www.licanational.com/national-lica-joins-over-a-100-business-groups-calling-for-death-tax-repeal/
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2023  ILICA C O M M I T T E E S  

Associate 

David Randolph, Chair 

Mark Baker 

David Lee 

Wes Lehman 

Chad Nicholson 

John Pogge 

KC Rhodes 
 

Auditing 

Lee Bunting, Chair 

Steve Anderson 

Ron Masching 
 

Awards 

Steve Anderson, Chair 

Brian Brooks 

Bill Dean 

Lori Kennedy 

Veronica Seevers 
 

Budget 

Jon Seevers, Chair 

Stuart Anderson 

Tom Beyers 

Eric Layden 

Tyler Seals 
 

By-Laws 

Bill Dean, Chair 

Steve Anderson 

Stuart Anderson  

Lee Bunting 

Stan Seevers 

Joe Streitmatter  
 

 

 

 

Certification 

Tom Beyers, Chair 

Richard Cooke (U of I) 

Wayne Litwiller 

Ron Masching 

Stan Seevers 

Joe Streitmatter 
 

Certification Board 

Tom Beyers, Chair 

David Kennedy 

Wayne Litwiller 

Ron Masching 
 

Convention 

Jon & Veronica Seevers, 
Chairs 

Steve Anderson 

Eugene & Lisa Glueck 

David & Lori Kennedy 

Kyle Kocurek 

Eric & Angela Layden 

Tyler Seals 
 

Devotions 

Jean Davis, Chair 

Steve Anderson 

Janet Burtle-Doubet 

Coretha Rozendaal 
 

Education 

Eric Layden, Chair 

Tom Beyers 

Brent Breedlove 

Richard Cooke (U of I) 

Grant Curtis 

Wes Lehman  

Jon Seevers 

Mike Yordy 

Executive Committee 

Eric Layden, Chair 

Steve Anderson  

Ryan Arch 

Tyler Seals 

Jon Seevers 
 

Golf Outing 

Brian Brooks/Bill Dean, Co-
Chairs 

 

Headquarters 

Tom Beyers, Chair 

Steve Anderson 

Stuart Anderson 

Mark Baker 

Ron Masching 
 

Industrial & Business  

Relations 

David Kennedy, Chair 

Dan Day 

Bill Dean 

Josh Kafer 

Wayne Litwiller 

Mike Yordy 
 

Insurance 

Joe Streitmatter, Chair 

Lori Kennedy 

John McCoy 
 

Ladies 

Veronica Seevers, Chair 

Judy Beyers 

Marie Bunting  

Lori Kennedy 

Angela Layden 
 

Legislative 

Tom Beyers, Chair 

Steve Anderson  

Lee Bunting 

Tyler Seals 

Joe Streitmatter 

Mike Yordy 
 

Long Term Planning 

Steve Anderson, Chair 

Stuart Anderson 

Dan Day 

Ron Masching 
 

Membership 

Bill Dean, Chair 

Steve Anderson 

Tom Beyers 

Brian Brooks 

Scott Day 

Eugene Glueck 

Ron Masching 

Larry Rhodenbaugh  

KC Rhodes 
 

Nomination 

Joe Streitmatter, Chair 

Stuart Anderson 

Brian Brooks 

Ron Masching 

Tyler Seals 
 

On-Site Waste 

Wayne Litwiller, Chair 

Rick Maguire 

John McCoy 

Larry Rhodenbaugh 
 

 

Picnic 

Bill Dean/Jon Seevers, Co-
Chairs 
 

Publicity 

Eric Layden, Chair 

Mark Baker 

Grant Curtis 

Wayne Litwiller 
 

Safety 

Tom Beyers, Chair 

Brent Breedlove 

David Kennedy 

John McCoy 

Tyler Seals 
 

Show & Other Income 

Brian Brooks/Jon Seevers, 
Co-Chairs 

Brent Breedlove 

Justin Cole 

Bill Dean 

David Kennedy 

Joe Krupps 

Eric Layden 

Wayne Litwiller 

Wes Litwiller 

John McCoy 

Joe Streitmatter 

SAVE THE DATE 
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When we were kids, our mom 

had a summer reading  

challenge for us each year: 

read 100 books.  They could 

be whatever kind of book we 

wanted – picture books,  

comic books, chapter books – 

you name it.  We kept a  

running list.  I pulled out my 

favorites (Little Women was a 

favorite summer read) and 

was sure to find the newest 

chapter book in my favorite 

series (confession: I read every Babysitter’s Club and Sweet Valley 

High book). 

My oldest two kids are fluent readers.  They’re just finishing 

second grade and kindergarten.  Getting them to read isn’t 

hard, but I thought it would be fun to give them a fun summer 

challenge. 

Read 100 books … with a twist. 

My kids will be challenged to read all over the house, in many 

locations outdoors, when we are doing errands or on vacation, 

and to many different people.  Here is the checklist (below):  

So – what do you think? Will your kids go for it?  If you’re a 

teacher you might want to send this home with students for 

the summer.  The printable includes a Spanish version, too! 

What summer reading challenge do you have in store 

for your kids? 

P.S. We absolutely love and recommend the LeVar Burton 

Kids Skybrary app, which you can use on mobile, tablet, or 

desktop. My kids adore the read alouds and educational videos. 

It’s great for summer or any time of year! 

Source: Reprinted with permission from Measured Mom & author, Anna Geiger; 

https://www.themeasuredmom.com/summer-reading-challenge-can-you-read-100-

books-with-printable-checklist/ 

https://www.themeasuredmom.com/summer-reading-challenge-can-you-read-100-books-with-printable-checklist/
https://www.themeasuredmom.com/summer-reading-challenge-can-you-read-100-books-with-printable-checklist/
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Sweeping measures may be required across most corn-soybean 
acres if these ambitious reduction goals are to be met. Growers 
sometimes feel that they are being asked to change their  
operation and reduce nutrient inputs, without clearly  
understanding how specific recommendations will influence 
outcomes. Because the need for proactive efforts is more  
significant than ever, the next few years represent a critical 
opportunity to engage the agricultural community in science 
and outreach activities that will help define the success of the 
NLRS. 

Impact of tile spacing and depth on nutrient loss and 
crop production  

The spacing and depth of tile drain systems control the 
amount of water drained from the cropland; therefore, they 
directly impact the soil water dynamics of the nutrient losses 
and water availability to the crops, and their impact can affect 
crop yields. Although few studies have investigated the impact 
of tile spacing and depth on water quality from tiled fields and 
their impact on crop yield, results are not conclusive. So, a 
critical evaluation of tile drainage design practices is needed to 

By Soonho Hwang, Richard Cooke, and Rabin Bhattarai  

This article is an introduction to an Illinois Nutrient Research 
and Education Council (NREC) funded project titled:  
Assessing Tile Depth and Spacing Impact on Nutrient Losses 
and Crop Production. This project aims to produce and  
disseminate new information about best practices for balancing 
drainage depth and spacing, water quality, and crop production 
goals in Illinois. It is among the first of its kind to ask the  
questions: How do current drainage depth and spacing  
recommendations influence not only nutrient losses, but also 
crop productivity and utilization? Can drainage depth and 
spacing be optimized to minimize nutrient losses and  
maximize crop productivity? This research project, being  
conducted by researchers in the department of Agricultural 
and Biological Engineering at the University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign, has been ongoing for more than four 
years (2018-2023). 

The Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy (NLRS) calls for 
action to reduce the state's nitrate and phosphorus loads to the 
Mississippi River by 15 and 25% over the next decade.  

Figure 1. The layout of the installed tile-drained fields and monitoring stations. CS-1, CS-2, CS-3, CS-4, CS-5, CS-6 are monitoring stations 

that collect water samples and gauge tile flow. 

A S S E S S I N G  T I L E  DE P T H  A N D  S PA C I N G  I M PA C T  O N  
N U T R I E N T  L O S S  A N D  C RO P  P RO D U C T I O N  
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provide a holistic understanding of the system for reducing 
nutrient losses while maintaining crop production goals.  

Such research is being conducted in a replicated tile drainage 
field at South Farm Agricultural Experimental Station in  
Urbana, IL. In 2018, subsurface drainage systems were  
installed in six 5-acre fields separated by border tiles (Figure 1). 
Three fields have Drummer silty clay loam, two fields have 
Flanagan silt loam, and one field has Catlin silt loam as the 
dominant soil type. A water management structure equipped 
with a v-notch weir was installed at the outlet of each tile drain 
system. The structures were instrumented to measure flow rate 
and air and water temperatures at 10-minute intervals. This 
setup has helped us investigate tile depth and spacing impact 
on nutrient loss and crop yield. 

The preliminary result from this work indicates that the tile 
flow ratio to total precipitation in the non-growing season is 
larger than the ratio in the growing season (growing season: 
0.26±0.13, non-growing season: 0.83±0.31). All fields also 
experienced a significant increase in nitrate-N losses in the 
non-growing season compared to the losses in the growing 
season. For the total monitoring period, the average  
cumulative nitrate-N losses to all fields are 48.8±16.0 kg/ha in 
the growing season and 113.7±33.5 kg/ha in the non-growing 
season. In summary, more tile-
drained flow and nitrate-N 
losses were observed during 
the non-growing season than 
the  g row ing  s ea son ,  
primarily due to the changes in 
water cycle dynamics in the 
absence of plants consuming 
water and nutrient. Cumulative 
flow and nitrate loss results 
showed higher tile flow and 
nitrate-N losses in the fields 
with narrower drain spacing  
( F i g u r e  2 ) .  C u r r e n t  

observations of flows and nitrate-N losses for each field  
mostly follow the theoretical response to drainage design.  

We also observed that, on average, the fields with the widest 
drain spacing had slightly higher, though statistically  
insignificant, crop yields (Table 1). Another interesting  
observation is that the yields in each field, which showed some  
differences at the beginning of the study, gradually became 
similar as time progressed.  

We are working on calibrating and validating a field-scale water 
quality model to analyze the long-term impact on nutrient  
losses and crop yield. At the end of the project, we will provide 
much-needed information on designing subsurface drainage 
systems for optimum crop yield with minimum off-site  
nutrient transport. In the short term, the primary benefactors 
of this research will include farmers, agricultural consultants 
and retailers, and state agricultural and environmental agencies. 
In the long term, this field research study will serve as a  
valuable resource for the Illinois agricultural community,  
facilitating the development of new knowledge and technical  
solutions related to maximizing yields while minimizing  
nutrient losses by appropriately designing tile depth and  
spacing. 

Figure 2. Cumulative daily tile flow (left) and nitrate-N losses (right) for each monitoring fields. 

Table 1. Yearly crop yields for each monitoring fields. 

Wet 
weight 
(kg/ha) 

Crop CS-1 
40’ x 3.5’ 

CS-2 
80’ x 3.5’ 

CS-3 
40’ x 3.5’ 

CS-4 
80’ x 3.5’ 

CS-5 
60’ x 2.5’ 

CS-6 
60’ x 2.5’ 

Average 

2018 Corn 10,139 
± 2,565 

10,660 
± 2,900 

10,825 
± 1,394 

10,962 
± 2,020 

10,686 
± 2,662 

10,892 
± 2,978 

10,694 

2020 Corn 7,904 
± 3,466 

11,335 
± 3,354 

10,646 
± 898 

10,492 
± 1,305 

9,282 
± 3,200 

10,816 
± 2,970 

10,079 

2021 Soybean 4,649 
± 2,114 

5,432 
± 1,302 

4,895 
± 1,419 

4,754 
± 1,181 

4,831 
± 1,628 

4,886 
± 1,275 

4,908 

2022 Corn 11,885 
± 2,657 

12,001 
 ± 2,233 

12,416 
±1,930 

11,643 
±1,653 

11,836 
±2,024 

11,903 
±1,902 

11,947 
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S T RO N G  A T T E N DA N C E  A T  N A T I O NA L  LICA  
W I N T E R  C O N V E N T I O N  & CONEXPO  

Reports and meeting minutes from the National LICA  

Winter Convention can be viewed on National’s website at 

https://www.licanational.com/meeting-minutes/ or by  

contacting the National office. They are a great source of  

information and updates from our chapters nationwide,  

especially if you could 

not attend.  

The National LICA 

Summer Meeting on 

July 11-15 will be held 

in Lincoln, NE. We 

hope to see you there! 

The Annual National LICA Winter Convention was held in 

mid-March just days before CONEXPO in Las Vegas, NV. 

Bookending 3 years since COVID gripped our nation and 

shutdown travel on the last days of CONEXPO 2020, LICA’s 

2023 Winter Convention and CONEXPO attendance were 

stronger than ever. 

Exceeding attendance expectations during the five-day event 

held across 3 million square feet of exhibitor space,  

CONEXPO drew over 139,000 construction and fluid power 

professionals from 133 countries to Las Vegas this past March. 

Many of these professionals in attendance were seeking  

industry specific education, equipment, technology, and  

products. LICA contractors, hungry for the same, had two 

opportunities to satisfy these needs if they visited Las Vegas 

just a few days prior. Albeit on a much smaller scale, the 175 in 

attendance at the National LICA Winter Convention were able 

to gather knowledge at committee meetings and in hallways, 

view products and equipment, and speak with industry service 

providers and partners before CONEXPO even began; many 

of these same LICA contractors then took advantage of  

exclusive CONEXPO member discounts to make their travel 

to the desert well worth their time and money. 

https://www.licanational.com/meeting-minutes/
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UFG & P R I N S  DO NA T E  TO  ILICA E D U C A T I O N  

ILICA Executive Director Ryan Arch (left) receives the 2023 education donation from 
Prins Insurance’s Bruce Mosier (center) and UFG’s Christine Starr (right). 

During the UFG State LICA Insurance Program Annual  

Meeting held in April near United Fire Group’s headquarters 

in Cedar Rapids, IA, UFG and Prins Insurance donated 

$8,283.61 towards ILICA’s education fund. 

The annual meeting hosted by United Fire Group and Prins 

Insurance is a great opportunity every year for LICA chapters 

involved in the UFG State LICA Insurance Program to receive 

program updates regarding legal and claims trends, production 

history, procedural changes, risk management education  

opportunities, and more. Geared towards the state LICA  

chapter executive directors, the event not only highlights the 

insurance program’s growth and performance metrics from the 

previous year, but also provides the opportunity for state  

chapters to engage UFG and Prins Insurance representatives, 

underwriters, managers, and officers about in-field program 

functionality and general program observations. These critical 

discussions have led to program adaptations and protocols 

which continue to strengthen this great benefit for our  

Association and our members. 

For 2023, the $8,283.61 donation from UFG and Prins  

Insurance  will be utilized for ILICA education endeavors in a 

manner consistent with risk management, furthering the  

overall success of the State LICA Insurance Program. Already 

in January/February 2023, ILICA used a portion of last year’s 

funds to offset the cost of the trench safety training session 

held during the U of I Extension Virtual Introductory  

Drainage Workshop. Other recent uses of these funds have 

included the purchase of safety equipment and personal  

protective equipment (PPE) for volunteers to use during our 

in-field demonstrations. And pending for August, ILICA is 

developing an in-field trench safety training to include hands-

on, hazards identification scenarios.  

ILICA is extremely thankful for these additional funds in 2023 

and looks forward to continuing to utilizing them in a way that 

creates and expands new education opportunities for our  

Association. Thank you to UFG and Prins Insurance for their 

partnership, for their donation to our education fund, and for 

hosting such a productive meeting every year!  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Illinois 

 

Board of Directors Meeting (hybrid) 

May 6, 2023 

Committee meetings:  8 am - 12 pm 

Board Meeting:  1 pm 
 

ILICA Office: Galva, IL 
 

Virtual: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9759547353?pwd=c1ZPcjF

hSTBTYjhXeERNZnFRTXdOZz09  

Or call:  1-312-626-6799  

Meeting ID: 975 954 7353 

Passcode: 0000 

 

Nutrient Stewardship Field Day Tour 

(Woodchip Bioreactor/Saturated Buffer) 

June 8, 2023 

Pickrell Farms: Buffalo, IL  

9 am - 1 pm 

Details: http://www.ilfb.org/fielddays#fielddays2023 

 

Area 6 Golf Outing & Trap Shoot 

June 16, 2023 

McKillip Farm: Lerna, IL 

Meadowview Golf Course: Mattoon, IL 

Register via QR code on page 14: 

https://form.jotform.com/220875527760159 

 

Backhoe Rodeo, Picnic, & Members’ Mtg. 

June 17, 2023 
 

Lake Land College: Mattoon, IL 

8 am - 3:15 pm 

Register via QR Code on page 15: 

https://form.jotform.com/202335509785157  

 

University of Illinois Extension  

Advanced Drainage Workshop 

June 27-28, 2023  

Richland Community College: Decatur, IL 

Register via QR Code on page 16: 

https://form.jotform.com/203204294897158  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9759547353?pwd=c1ZPcjFhSTBTYjhXeERNZnFRTXdOZz09
http://www.ilfb.org/fielddays#fielddays2023
https://form.jotform.com/220875527760159
https://form.jotform.com/202335509785157
https://form.jotform.com/203204294897158
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F E A T U R E D  N E W  LICA B E N E F I T :   
A QU I R E  -  C O N T R A C TO R  T R A I N I N G  
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By: Tony Bell, Senior Risk Control Technical Consultant,  

UFG Insurance 

Regardless of where you live or work in the United States, 

chances are that you will be digging or working near  

underground utilities. The big question is, where are they? 

In April 2007, 811 was designated as the national number to 

call for locates. According to Safety Talk Ideas, 25% of  

damages occur when 811 isn’t called prior to digging and 15% 

of that damage is caused by contractors who do not believe 

they are digging deep enough to cause a strike. The best way to 

prevent strikes is to call for locate markings and follow all the 

safe working procedures that govern near known utilities. 

Follow these simple steps when planning to dig or complete 

other underground work. It just may save a life! 

1. Plan and prepare for disruptions that cause changes to that 

original plan. 

2. Contact 811 to make sure all markings are kept up to date. 

3. You must wait two full business days from the date you 

call 811 to ensure ample time is given to assess the area for 

utilities. 

4. Verify that you have received a positive response and that 

you are able to conduct your work. 

5. Protect the markings, document with photos and draw 

maps where the utility markings are and note which utilities 

are present. 

6. Ensure that the located utilities are marked throughout the 

entire work area and not just at the roadside or starting 

point for the dig. 

7. Hand dig when you suspect that you are within 18 inches 

(the tolerance zone) of any known or suspected utility. 

Some states require a larger zone, make sure you know the 

rules in your area. 

8. Remember that these markings are an approximate  

location and may be inaccurate. 

S A F E T Y  F E A T U R E :  R U R A L  U T I L I T Y  S T R I K E S   
& H OW  TO  P R E V E N T  TH E M  

Caution is your responsibility 

The Common Ground Alliance’s 2022 Dirt Report offers the 

following self-evaluation to examine your organization’s role in 

damage prevention and potential opportunities for  

improvement. 

• Are you collecting and submitting the highest quality  

damage information reporting tool (DIRT) data available 

to your company/industry? 

 How are you utilizing this data to improve your  

damage prevention practices within your own  

company? 

• Are you taking steps to minimize noise in the 811 system? 

 Excavators: Does your number of locate requests 

accurately reflect your current workload? 

 Facility owner/operators: How many re-notification 

requests are you submitting throughout the life of 

your facility maintenance and new construction  

projects? 

• Are you requiring everyone that works for you or on your 

behalf to follow the most effective and proven safe  

digging practices to reduce the likelihood of the top causes 

of damage? 

 Facility owner/operators or project owners: Do you 

insist on potholing by your contractors and ensure 

this is built into their project costs? 

 If you are a utility company that uses vendors for 

locating or subcontracts excavation work, do you use 

contracts that incentivize following safety and  

damage prevention processes and procedures? 

 Excavators: Do your employees know they will not 

be penalized for any project delays caused by  

adhering to the 811 process? Do you require specific 

training for excavation within the tolerance zone? 

• Are you using/investing in new technologies to improve 

mapping, locating and GIS data? 

• Do you prioritize safety and damage prevention in your 

organization/company? If so, do you communicate that 

effectively to your employees? 

Learn more about UFG Risk Control at: 

ufginsurance.com/riskcontrol. 
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